
Town History from Child’s Gazetteer (1890) 

for the 

Town of Cape Vincent 

(From http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~twigs2000/cv.html) 

CAPE VINCENT was formed from Lyme, April 10, 1849, and named in honor of Vincent Le Ray, son of James D. Le 
Ray de Chaumont, the early proprietor. It is the northwest corner town of the county, and embraces Carleton, 
Grenadier, and Fox islands. It is bounded on the west and northwest by the St. Lawrence River, on the northeast by 
Clayton, and on the southwest by Lyme. The surface of the town is level, or slightly undulating, and the soil is a clayey 
loam. Kent’s Creek, the principal stream, rises in the eastern part of the town and, flowing in a southwesterly direction, 
empties into the St. Lawrence River. There are a number of sulphur springs in the town. 

The first town meeting was held at the hotel of Jacob Beringer, May 15, 1849, at which the following officers were 
elected: Frederick A. Folger, supervisor; John W. Little, town clerk; W. H. Webb, superintendent of schools; Jacob 
Beringer, Augustus Awberton, and Barney W. Payne, justices of the peace; E. Clement, collector; John H. 
Lawton and Adam A. Gray, assessors, Buel Fuller, commissioner of highways; Francis A. Cross, overseer of the 
poor.  

In 1880 Cape Vincent had a population of 3,143. The town is situated in the third school district of Jefferson County, 
and in 1889 had 16 school districts, in which 20 teachers were employed 28 weeks or more. There were 726 scholars 
attending school, while the aggregate days attendance during the year was 64,310. The total value of school buildings 
and sites was $11,360, and the assessed valuation of all the districts was $1,816,705. The whole amount raised for 
school purposes was $6,432.27, $3,904.80 of which was receved (sic) by local tax. Charles E. Whitney was school 
commissioner.  

CAPE VINCENT village is pleasantly located on the St. Lawrence River, and is the most important village in this town. 
It is the terminus of the Cape branch of the R., W. & O. Railroad, and is connected with the lower river towns, and with 
Kingston, Ont., by steamboat. The village was incorporated April 14, 1853, with a population of 1,218 within the 
proposed limits, or 312-1/2 acres. It now contains a weekly newspaper, four churches (Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Episcopal, and Roman Catholic), two large seed houses, a brewery, planing-mill, grist-mill, a grain elevator, six hotels, 
one large lumber yard, the usual number of stores and business houses, and a population of 1,700. It is popular and 
healthful as a watering-place, and many illustrious personages sojourn here during the summer months. The custom-
house district of Cape Vincent was organized in 1818. Previous to this date Cape Vincent was only a port of entry in 
charge of a deputy, with Sackets Harbor as the headquarters. It is now the point where the chief officer is stationed, 
and comprises the entire coast of Jefferson County, Sackets Harbor having been consolidated with the Cape Vincent 
district March 3, 1863. The first collector was John B. Esselstyne; the present one is Henry E. Morse. Before the 
completion of the railroad the greatest amount of business was done in the winter.  

ST. LAWRENCE (p. o.) is a village of considerable local business in the midst of a good-farming region. It has a hotel, 
church, and several shops, and is located in the extreme eastern part of the town. 

MILLEN’S BAY (River View p. o.) is pleasantly situated on the river about six miles below Cape Vincent, and was 
named after one of the early settlers. The postoffice here was discontinued for a time, but has recently been 
reestablished. The hamlet containes (sic) a union church, hotel, and a few dwellings.  

ROSIERE is a postoffice and station on the R., W. & O. Railroad. It is quite a thriving hamlet, and contains a Catholic 
Church, a store, and a small number of dwellings.  

FRENCH SETTLEMENT is the name given to a locality near the central part of the town. It was originally settled by 
Americans, who gradually disposed of their lands to a French colony which was induced to come to this town through 
the influence of Mr. Le Ray. After the French a company of Germans appeared and made themselves neighbors. The 
colonies were both Roman Catholics in faith, and for many years the services were conducted in both languages.  

The A. B. Cleveland Company (Limited), located in Cape Vincent village, was established in 1879 by Artie B. 
Cleveland. In 1887 a large addition to the buildings was erected to accommodate a vegetable canning department, 
and for the preparation of garden and field seeds, and for wholesale and retail trade. The establishment has a capacity 
for handling annually 100,000 bushels of vegetables, and cans about 1,000,000 cans of peas, beans, corn, and 
tomatoes. The establishment is one of the largest of its kind in the United States. It is now under the management of 
Jordon, Thurber & Gallandet, trustees, and Henry T. Hopkins is superintendent.  

Howard & Underhill recently established a seed house on Broadway, in Cape Vincent village. They do a flourishing 
business and their seeds maintain an excellent reputation.  



The St. Lawrence Hotel is a magnificent brick structure occupying a position in the center of Cape Vincent village. It 
was erected in 1884, by H. J. Crevalin, at a cost of about $100,000, and was subsequently sold to satisfy several 
mortgages and liens against the property. In 1887 Edwin D. Fox purchased the property and is the present proprietor. 
It will comfortably accommodate 300 guests, and is one of the most popular of the river hotels. 

R. S. Scobell’s brewery, at Cape Vincent village, was built by the present proprietor in 1852. It has an annual capacity 
of 6,000 barrels. 

Louis Cornaire’s cheese factory, located on road 24, in the eastern part of the town, was built by the present proprietor 
in 1883 at a cost of $1,500. Mr. Cornaire manufactures annually about 60,000 pounds of cheese. 

Peter Fraley’s saw, shingle, and grist-mill, located on road 51, was built by the present proprietor in 1886. He does a 
thriving local business. 

This town is the oldest in settlement in the county, Carleton Island having been occupied by a British fort for a long 
period before the adjacent country had been purchased and colonized. The island was reserved by the state in their 
cession to Macomb. A military bounty, or class-right, was issued to William Richardson, a sergeant in the New York 
line of the Revolutionary war. Matthew Watson and William Guilland became the purchasers of this right, and on the 
2d of October, 1786, located the same on Carleton Island, generally. The land commissioners sanctioned this location, 
but inserted the condition that it should be void if the island, in the division, should fall to Canada. Guilland sold his 
right to Watson, who died leaving three children, John, Margaret, and Jane, two of whom (John and Jane) died 
without issue, leaving their sister Margaret their heir-at-law, who married one Jacob Ten Broeck, and these sold their 
right to Charles Smyth. The matter of this sale and title was brought to the notice of the state legislature in 1821, 
when it was found that the title to the land covered by the military bounty was not good. The British held the island 
when Richardson sold his right, and continued to hold it till it was surrendered, at the commencement of the War of 
1812. By special legislation the title was made a legal one, and on March 2, 1821, an act was passed directing a 
patent to be issued for the amount of land designated as the original military bounty. This was 500 acres on the west 
end of the island. In 1823 F. R. Hasler made a survey of Carleton Island and reported an area of 1,274 acres. At the 
time of this survey there was about 30 acres of old improved land near the south shore, called the “King’s garden.” 

In 1823 Grenadier Island was surveyed and the area put down as 1,290 acres. In 1803 Samuel English and 
Hezekiah Barret petitioned the legislature of New York for the grant of Genadier Island, which they evidently 
supposed belonged to the state, and which they proposed to settle within 12 months after such grant was made; but 
no good title could be given until the national boundary line had been agreed upon. This was done in 1819, and the 
islands were patented soon after. John Mitchel was probably the first settler here. There is good reason to believe 
that the island was visited by French explorers more than 100 years before the settlement of the county. La Salle and 
Count Fontenac undoubtedly visited this island. In 1813 General Wilkinson, with several thousand men, started out 
from Sackets Harbor with the ultimate purpose of capturing Montreal. It was the intention of this army, fully equipped 
with heavy and light artillery, to rendezvous at Grenadier Island. They started out about dusk, with flags and banners 
waving, all filled with confidence in the success of the expedition--full of enthusiasm, it is said, and bad whisky. All went 
well until a little after midnight, when a storm arose which completely wrecked the fleet of scows, batteaux, sail-boats, 
etc., in which the army was embarked, and it was four days before all the survivors reached Basin Harbor, with an 
immense loss of ammunition and supplies. Some of the boats were driven to Wolf Island, some to Chaumont Bay, and 
others stood off for Kingston after working out into the lake. On the way to Cape Vincent from Grenadier, General 
Wilkinson encountered similar difficulties. He had a small fight with the British near Clayton, and again encountered 
the enemy below Ogdensburg. And then she was left of the flotilla went into winter quarters on the banks of the 
Salmon River. On account of the mismanagement of this expedition General Wilkinson was court-martialed and 
removed from command. 

No spot in this vicinity has excited more historical curiosity than the head of Carleton Island, where now can be seen 
the conspicuous ruins of the old fort--Fort Halidmand. At the head of the island are two land-locked bays, with a depth 
of water sufficient to accommodate large vessels, and beyond is a low peninsula. On the high bluff overlooking the 
river is the ancient fortification, which, at the time of its completion, was a first-class work. Five of the massive stone 
chimneys are still standing, and deep excavations in the rock, probably used for magazines or secret storage, are very 
noticeable. It overlooked the little peninsula and the two harbors below, and effectually commanded both the channels 
of the St. Lawrence lying south of Wolf Island. The gorge, or rear wall, was mostly formed by the high cliff at its base, 
which, for about one-half of its length, hangs nearly perpendicular over the waters of the north bay. Excavations at the 
base of the first shoulder of the cliff would seem to indicate magazines or store-rooms, though the main magazine was 
located a little north of the center of the work. The front, looking towards the main land of the island, was defended by 
a somewhat irregular line of earth-works, with a solid parapet having three unequal faces, with a strong bastion on 
each face, calculated for four guns, and there were guns mounted at intervals between the bastions. The ditch was 
excavated through rock to a depth of six feet. A zigzag wall, built of stone taken from the ditch, ran along the front, 
parallel to and distant from the outer wall of the ditch about 30 feet, and the glacis was formed of debris of the ditch 
filled in beyond, making the approach of an enemy exceedingly difficult, the whole glacis and ditch being under direct 



fire from the guns of the parapet. The quarters appear to have been built along three sides of a parallelogram, and a 
low wall of loose stone inclosed the space between on the south and east sides of the quadrangle. Originally there 
were about 15 buildings within the work, as indicated by the immense chimneys, five only of which remain standing. 
These chimneys were very solidly constructed of hammered stone, and were about six feet square at the base and 20 
feet high. Most, if not all, of the chimneys were constructed with two fire-places, and in opposite faces, with double 
flues. There were two gateways, one near each extremity, on the north and south, connecting with roads leading down 
to the landings. The lime-kiln used in manufacturing the lime with which the chimneys were constructed was on the 
plain near the water’s edge, and can be seen yet. The fort, including the ditch, probably covered an area of from eight 
to 10 acres, and could accommodate a garrison of 500 men. It was according to the system of Vauban, and must have 
cost an immense sum. The cemetery was on the plain east of the works, but very little remains of the head-stones at 
the present day. The relics found in and around the works consist of buttons, coins, tomahawks, flints, etc. Pieces of 
wrecked vessels are distinguished, on a still day, at the bottom of the river in the north bay. There is a sunken dock on 
the west side, and some little distance in the rear are the broken and almost obliterated graves of the soldiers’ 
cemetery. When Charles Smyth obtained possession of the island, about 1820, many of the burial-places were still 
marked by carved oaken pieces of wood, but when Dr. Hough published his History of Jefferson County, 1854, he 
found only one grave that was indicated by a head-stone, on which was the following: “J. Farrar, D. 23 by. 1792.” The 
oldest coin ever found was dated 1696.  

There has always been considerable doubt whether the French or English built the fort, but in the history of Carleton 
Island and the Old Fort recently published by Major J. H. Durham, of Cape Vincent, is a letter written October 14, 
1778, by Gen. Sir Frederick Haldimand, who succeeded Sir Guy Carleton in command of His Majesty’s forces in 
Canada, which proves conclusively that the fort was built by the English in that year. In his letter to his commander in 
England he says he has sent several officers and their companies of soldiers to establish a “post at the entrance of 
Lake Ontario, to serve the purpose of a safe place for the traders to send their goods to, which go from Montreal in 
boats, till the king’s vessels, now the only craft allowed to navigate the lakes, can be spared from the more urgent 
services to transport them to Niagara, a secure harbor for these vessels, and a defense against the enterprises of the 
rebels upon this province by that great avenue into it.” He also writes that he has sent an officer to build gunboats, and 
says: “The place pitched upon by these gentlemen, after having been carefully examined, is an island about 12 miles 
below the entrance of Lake Ontario, having Grand Isle (now Wolfe) on one side, from which it is divided by a channel 
of something less than a mile, and the south continent on the other, at a distance of one mile and a quarter from it.” He 
also states “the name of Carleton Island is now given to this in question. Very favorable ground for fortifying, 
commanding a commodious and safe harbor which the island possesses at the upper end of it looking toward the lake, 
induced the gentlemen sent on this service to fix upon this spot, where a fort is begun, and barracks are building for 
the troops, and the place will be in a tolerable state of defense and habitation by the winter.” As will be seen by this 
letter, there is no longer any doubt who built the fort or when it was built. It was named Fort Haldimand, after the 
general who ordered it constructed.  

In 1796 Fort Haldimand was defended by a small British guard and six pieces of cannon. In 1812, as soon as the news 
reached Cape Vincent that a second war had been declared against Great Britain by the American Congress, Abner 
Hubbard, and old Revolutionary soldier living at Millen’s Bay, authorized himself and several of his neighbors to 
capture the fort. They crossed over the river in the night and demanded its surrender. Two women and three invalid 
men surrendered. The following day the fort was destroyed and the prisoners taken to Sackets Harbor. Immediately 
adjoining the ruins of the old fort, and lying clear across the head of the island from shore to shore, a plot of ground of 
more than 100 acres has been surveyed, and a park laid out. Messrs. Folger and Hance, the present owners, 
contemplate the erection of a large hotel, and the locality once the scene of warlike preparations against Fort Stanwix, 
Cherry Valley, and Fort Edward, and the meetings of the mighty Iroquois chiefs who here assembled thier (sic) 
followers and prepared for their sanguinary raids, will give place to the beauties and pleasures of a summer resort 
among the Thousand Islands.  

The earliest settlement on the main land in this town was made by Abijah Putnam, from Rome, who, in 1801, located 
two miles below the present village of Cape Vincent, at a place known as “Port Putnam,” where he established the first 
ferry to Wolf Island. He was sent there for the purpose by Jacob Brown, the land agent of Le Ray. One Samuel Cone 
settled on the opposite shore of the island at the same time. In 1803 the State road was extended from Brownville to 
this place, and cut out and partly worked in the winter of 1803-04. In 1804 John Macombs and Peter Sternberg 
purchased Putnam’s interest, laid out the plan of a village, and sold a few lots. In May, 1803, John B. Esselstyn 
settled three miles below the present village of Cape Vincent. Daniel Spinning came in 1804, and soon after two 
families by the name of Smith Jonathan Cummings, _______Sheldon, and others located near the place. In 1806 
Richard M. Esselstyn settled near Putnam’s ferry with his brother. In the summer of 1809 Elmer Kelsey came to the 
present village of Cape Vincent, and cleared for Mr. Le Ray, the proprietor, a tract of 50 acres, erected a wharf, block, 
dwelling house and tavern, a frame barn, etc., and the same season Richard M. Esselstyn built a house and store, 
and commenced trade with John B., under the firm name of J. B. & R. M. Esselstyn. Dr. Avery Ainsworth, the first 
physician to settle in this part of the county, came from Vermont, in 1809, and the same year built a house and store 



here. Mr. Le Ray, from an early period, designed Cape Vincent, or “Gravelly Point,” as it was sometimes called by the 
pioneers, as the site of a village, and in 1811 a mile square was surveyed and lotted by Musgrove Evans, one of the 
surveyors employed by Le Ray.  

In 1809 an extensive lumbering business was commenced in this town, which gave employment to many men and 
brought a transient population to the place. A large business was done in importing staves in 1810, and also the 
building of arks for the Montreal trade, which was continued in 1811. The War of 1812 necessitated the discontinuance 
of this business, and the lumber on hand was mostly used as fuel by Wilkinson’s army. The business was not 
continued until the close of the war. The news of the war spread terror throughout the settlement, and this point being 
nearest to Kingston was considered of much importance by General Brown, upon whom the care of the early military 
operations of this place was laid. Capt. Farrar had been stationed here with a small company of militia to enforce the 
embargo laid in 1812.  

A few days after war had been declared, but before the news was received, the Niagara and Ontario, schooners, laden 
with flour and potash, from Queenstown to Brockville, were seized by Mr. Elijah Fields, Jr., deputy collector at Cape 
Vincent, and taken to Sackets Harbor, where, after an investigation, the Niagara was condemned and sold, and the 
Ontario was released.  

During the war, this being the most exposed point on the whole frontier, and one of the few places then inhabited on 
the river, it became the scene of adventures that attrcted notice at the time. On one occasion, probably in the summer 
of 1813, a man by the name of Draper, who belonged to Capt. Getman’s company, obtained permission from Col. 
Dodge, of Sackets Harbor, to raise a party of volunteers from the company, to dislodge a party of Indians that had 
been discovered lurking on Wolf Island. A gunboat, under Capt. Hawkins, having touched t the Cape, agreed to take 
them over, but not to take part in the affair. As the boat approached a gun was fired which put the Indians to flight. 
They wer pursued about a mile, when Draper carelessly exposed himself to the shots of the enemy and was killed. 
Two others were slightly wounded, when the party hastily returned.  

A little before the attack on Sackets Harbor a British gunboat touched at Cape Vincent in the night, and a part of the 
crew, having heard of the presence of three dragoons, who had put up for the night from Sackets Harbor, resolved 
upon their capture. One of the dragoons, named Moore, who was an accomplished fencer, retreated to a corner of the 
room and kept off his assailants so effectually that, finding it impossible to take him alive, they shot him, a most 
cowardly act and one unworthy of a true soldier. His comrades escaped. Two weeks later another visit was made, a 
store plundered, and temporary barracks burned. Subsequent visits for plunder followed, and many of the inhabitants 
sought a less exposed situation.  

The Royal George, a British war ship of 24 guns and three masts, once stopped at Cape Vincent, but withdrew without 
making any demonstration. Major Esselstyn was taken prisoner near Chaumont, August 23, 1813, was removed to 
Canada, and two weeks later was exchanged for a British officer of equal rank.  

The Patriot movement in 1838, when a number of deluded persons of the United States and Canada organized for the 
purpose of freeing Canada from British rule, caused considerable excitement in this locality. Hunter lodges were 
organized, secret meetings were held, and among the initiated a mysterious sign language was used. The robbery of 
the arsenal at Watertown, the burning of the Sir Robert Peel near Wells Island, the memorable trip of the United States 
across the lake and down the river, when the Patriots gathered at Windmill Point, and the disastrous end of the 
expedition are matters of historical interest previously mentioned in the County Chapter. Daniel George, one of the 
patriots who suffered the death penalty, was a resident of Cape Vincent village.  

During the civil war Cape Vincent contributed her full quotas. The quota under the call of October 17, 1863, was 44; 
under that of February 1, 1864, it was 0; March 14, 28; July 18, 50; December 19, 40. At a meeting of the citizens held 
August 6, 1862, a permanent war committee was appointed, which continued till 1865. In February, 1865, the 
committee reported that $235.85 still remained in its hands unexpended, of the moneys raised to pay bounties, which 
was used by the committee in providing for the families of volunteers. At a special town meeting held January 12, 
1864, it was voted (263 for and 52 against) to tax the town sufficiently to pay a bounty of $300 to each person who 
should thereafter volunteer into the service of the United States and be credited to Cape Vincent. Previous to the 
appointment of this war committee the volunteers received little or no bounty, although small sums were given them by 
individuals as they left home, and they went under the stimulation of a patriotism that no one could lay to the charge of 
greenbacks. Through the efforts of the women of the town several hundred dollars were raised for the purpose of 
establishing a “Soldier’s Relief Fund.” Several cows and sheep were donated for the benefit of this relief fund, and on 
the occasion of festivals given by the ladies were sold.  

Previous to 1816 the settlements in the town were limited to a few points on the river; but about this time the country 
around about began to be taken up, new roads were opened, and the country rapidly advanced in population. About 
this time several educated and accomplished French families located here, among whom, in 1818, was Peter Francis 
Real, known in European history as Count Real, the chief of police under Napoleon. The political changes in France, 
in a few years, recalled many celebrated exiles who had adhered to the fortunes of Napoleon, and fled from the 



disasters which overtook that dynasty, among whom were Count Real and others who had made this country their 
home. At about the same time Mr. F. R. Hasler, the eminent philosopher and engineer, having become interested in 
real estate in this place, came here to reside with his family, and planned the establishment of a Normal school, which 
he never perfected. The village was a favorite resort of Mr. Le Ray, and he was often accompanied by eminent 
foreigners, who never visited the county without becoming his guests, and sharing that refined hospitality which he 
knew so well how to bestow. The first visit of Le Ray to this place was in 1803, and was attended with the following 
incident, the account of which we take from Hough’s History of Jefferson County: -- 

“He was accompanied by Gouverneur Morris, and after visiting Brownville they took an open boat to continue their 
journey, as Mr. Morris had a wooden leg, and could not conveniently travel in the woods by the rude means of 
communication which the country then afforded, and he was moreover very partial to sailing, and claimed to be 
especially skillful in managing water craft. On passing Cherry Island Mr. Morris observed that there must be fine 
fishing there, and as he had with him his French cook and culinary apparatus, he declared he would serve his friend a 
better fish dinner than he had ever tasted. Mr. Le Ray objected that it was getting late and cloudy, and they had a 
great ways to run before reaching Putnam’s, the first settlement on the shore. Nothing would do; Mr. Morris was as 
fond of good cheer as of sailing, and they stopped. They had good fishing, and a capital dinner; but it was late before 
they set sail again and dark before they reached the St. Lawrence, and they were obliged to stop at Gravelly Point, two 
miles above Putnam’s, where they pitched their tent and went to bed, for they had all the necessary implements. In 
the middle of the night a fire built before the tent set it in flames; Mr. Morris, thus unseasonably disturbed, felt all 
around for his wooden leg, but was obliged to flee without it. The exposure to wind and rain produced in Mr. Le Ray a 
violent illness, and he with difficulty returned to Brownville. Dr. Kirkpatrick was summoned from Rome and attended 
him through a long an dangerous fever.”  

The first grist-mill in the town was built on Kent’s Creek. Previous to its erection the early settlers were obliged to have 
their grain ground at Chaumont, and it was not an uncommon feat for the hardy pioneers to shoulder a bushel of corn 
and carry it to Chaumont, and bring home their meal in the same manner.  

CHURCHES 

The First Presbyterian Church, located at Cape Vincent village, was organized by its first pastor, Rev. Jedediah 
Burchard, in 1832, with 22 members. Their house of worship, which will comfortably seat 300 persons, was built in 
1840, at a cost of $2,000, and is now valued, including grounds and other property, at $5,000. It now has a 
membership of 80, and Rev. James W. Hilman is the pastor. The Sunday-school has 14 teachers and 100 scholars. 

St.John’s Church (Episcopal), located on Market street in the village of Cape Vincent, was organized January 25, 
1841, by Rev. John Noble, Messrs. Otis P. Starkey, Richard Townsend, William Deny (sic), Nelson B. Williams, 
Robert Moore, Robert Bartlett, and Judah T. Ainsworth. Rev. John Noble was the first rector. Their house of 
worship is a wood structure, will comfortably seat 194 persons, and was erected in 1841 at a cost of about $3,000. The 
present value of church property, including buildings and grounds, is $6,500. The present membership is 69 families, 
with 103 communicants, and Rev. Samuel W. Strowger is the rector. The Sunday-school consists of 65 scholars and 
eight teachers.  

The Methodist Episcopal Church, of Cape Vincent village, was organized October 14, 1851, with 55 members, and 
Rev. William Jones was the first pastor. Their house of worship, a wooden building capable of seating 250 persons, 
was built in 1853 at a cost of $2,000. The present value of the church property, including grounds and buildings, is 
about $6,000. The present membership is 67, under the pastoral charge of Rev. Harry B. Fritts. The Sunday-school 
has seven teachers and 60 scholar.  

St. Vincent de Paul’s Church (Catholic), located at Cape Vincent village, was organized in 1850, under the direction of 
a French missionary. Their church building was built of stone in 1850, will comfortably seat 500 persons, and cost 
$5,000, about its present value. Rev. William S. Kelley is the present pastor. The Sunday-school has a membership 
of 10 teachers and 90 scholars. 

The union church at Millen’s Bay was erected for the use of the Protestant Episcopalians and the Episcopal 
Methodists. The Episcopalians are considered as being members of the St. John’s Church at Cape Vincent village, 
and the services are held at Millen’s Bay for the accommodation of the members in that part of the town. The 
Methodists around Millen’s Bay are considered as members of the M. E. Church, at St. Lawrence village. These two 
societies occupy the church on alternate Sundays. Their house of worship, a wooden structure, was commenced in 
1869 and finished in 1871, costing $2,700. It will seat about 200 persons. The present value of church property, 
including grounds, etc., is $3,000. Rev. S. W. Stowger conducts the Episcopal services, and Rev. A. Thompson the 
Methodist. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church at St. Lawrence village was organized by David Aylesworth, the first pastor, in 1850. 
Their first church building, a wooden structure, was erected in 1850 at a cost of $2,000, and is now valued, including 



grounds and other church property, at $2,500. It will seat about 250 persons. The present membership is 50, and Rev. 
Arthur Thompson is pastor. The Sunday-school has 11 teachers and 50 scholars.  

The Roman Catholic Church, located at Rosier village, was organized by Michael Gaith, the first pastor, in 1830, the 
society at that time consisting of 20 families. Their first house of worship, a stone structure, was built in 1830 by James 
Le Ray, who also presented the society with 100 acres of land. The present beautiful church was erected in 1879, of 
wood. It will comfortably seat 800 persons, under the pastoral charge of Rev. William S. Kelley. The Sunday-school 
has a membership of 15 teachers and 150 scholars. Rev. Michael Gaith, their first missionary priest, for many years 
labored among those of the Roman Catholic faith in this new country, and did much by word and deed to lighten the 
burdens of pioneer life. Rev. Father Kelley was born in Keeseville, N. Y., in 1854. He was educated in Montreal, 
Canada, and was ordained a priest in September, 1878. 

FAMILY SKETCHES (from http://www.rootsweb.com/~nyjeffer/childcap.htm ) 

Note: In this file, the highlighted name clicks will take you to the pioneer group sheet associated with the name.  

Henry Ainsworth, a Revolutionary soldier and native of Vermont, married Hannah Troop and their children were 
Judah, Henry, Danforth, Avery, Sarah, and Willard. The latter was born in St. Albans, Vermont, in 1792 whence he 
removed to Cape Vincent soon after his marriage where he died in 1865. He was a farmer, served in the War of 1812, 
and was supervisor of this town for nine consecutive years. He represented the town of Lyme at the time of the division 
of the town setting off Cape Vincent. He married Sally, daughter of Nathan Green and their children were born as 
follows: Cordon D., born in 1833; Fanny M., 1817; Mary S. 1819; Sidney W. 1821; Eliza H. 1823; Henry G. 1825; 
Judah H. 1827; Willard Jr., 1830; and Sarah G. 1836. Willard, Ainsworth Jr. was born where he now resides. He 
married Mary C., daughter of Martin and Lucy (Colbrun) Herrick, of Clayton and their children were born as follows: 
Nellie H., 1859; Cordon E., 1860; Emma G., 1863; Elton E., 1865; Sally G., 1869; and Mary W., 1877. Mr. Ainsworth 
was deputy collector in the custom- house for four years. Judah H., son of Willard was born in this town and here 
married Phebe E., daughter of Azariah and Catherine (McGregor) Baird by whom he had children as follows: Ida M., 
Gertrude C., Fanny M., and Helen. He was a farmer, merchant, and dealer in live stock and died April 12, 1872 aged 
44 years. His widow survives him at the age of 55 years, and resides in Cape Vincent village. Their daughter Fanny M. 
married Henry Marks, lumber dealer of Cape Vincent, and they have one daughter, Fanny E.  

Alexander Armstrong, of Ireland cane in America and to this town in 1828 subsequently removing to Millen's Bay 
where he died at the age of 76 years. He married Annie Armstrong, also of Ireland, and their children were Mary, 
Margaret, Sarah, John, William, Christopher, and Alexander. His son, John, born in this town married Elizabeth, 
daughter of William and Hannah (Moore) Stowell, by whom he had five children, viz.: William, Annie, Robert, Brayton, 
and Charles. He is now a farmer on road 49, where he has resided 18 years. He has the confidence of his townsmen, 
and has held the office of assessor for six years. His son Charles is a general merchant at Cape Vincent village, of the 
firm of Burdick & Armstrong.  

Eurer Aubertine, a native of Blandfontaine, France came to Cape Vincent in 1831 and there died aged 48 years. He 
married Margaret, daughter of Frank Grevet, of France, by whom he had children as follows: Jerome, Augusten, Mary, 
Margaret, Elizabeth, Clotilda, Anastharie, and Francis. The latter came to this town in 1830 was born in France where 
he married Fanny Jenney who bore him five children, viz.: Mary, Victor J., Catherine, Margaret, and Annette. Victor J. 
married Harriet, daughter of Xavier and Elizabeth (Cornaire) Swallia, of Cape Vincent, by whom he has one daughter, 
Mary L. and resides on the homestead farm on road 24. Augusten Aubertine, son of Euger, came to Cape Vincent with 
his father. He married Mary, daughter of Nicholas and Mary (Dillenbeck) Lawyer, of Brownville and their children are 
Nicholas L., Euger A., and Clarence. He has occupied his present farm on road 19 for 22 years. Euger A. married 
Emeline A. Edus of this town and they have two children, Mary and Myrtle.  

Jerome Aubertine, son of Euger, a native of France, removed to America in 1830-31 and located at Cape Vincent 
where he now resides. He married Mary, dau of John and Margaret (Jacco) Branch, also a native of France and their 
children are John, Theodore, Victor, Lewis E., and Amelia. Their son Lewis E. who was born here married Elizabeth, 
daughter of John and Catherine (Rhinogle) Constance and their children are Cornelia, Lewella, and Walter L.  

Peter Bartholomew, who served in the battle of Waterloo under Napoleon, was a native of France and settled in 
Watertown. He died in Cape Vincent at the age of 85 years. His wife, Marian, bore him one son, Joseph, who was born 
in France and came to Jefferson Couty with his father, and now resides in Cape Vincent. He married Margaret, 
daughter of Simeon and Frances Cornaire by whom he has had seven children, viz: Peter, Frank, Mary J., Emily, 
Hattie, Louis, and Joseph. His wife died in 1881 aged 52 years. His daughter Emily mar Paul Goodfriend of Cape 
Vincent. He has resided in this town 40 years.  

William Bates, son of Fairhall and Mary Bates, was born in 1772, and died in 1852. His wife, Ruth was born in 1775, 
and died in 1828. Of their 13 children, Samuel Bates, son of William, of Kent, England, was born in Kent in 1797. He 
immigrated to this country and located in Montgomery County, but after 10 years he came to Cape Vincent in 1841, 
where he died in 1874. He married Sarah M., daughter of William Campbell, of England, who died October 1867 aged 



67 years. Their children were Salina M., William, Samuel I., Sarah M., Nathan R., Margaret R., James J., and Charles 
H. The latter was born in Swinethorp, Lincolnshire, England and came to America with his father. He married, first, 
Christian, daughter of Casper and Elizabeth (Bellinger) Loadwick, of Cape Vincent, by whom he had children as 
follows: Sarah M., Joseph H., Casper L., Samuel C., Frederic J., Wealtha A., Elizabeth L., William F., and C. Hayden. 
He married, second, Nora, daughter of Martin and Mary (Hines) Nugent, of Theresa, who bore him children as follows: 
Martin A., John E., Kate, Christian, and Ilanda. Ten of his children are living. James J. Bates, son of Samuel was born 
in this town. He married Altheus, daughter of Christopher and Eunice (Johnson) Flander of Lyme and and their 
children are James E., John W., Addie M., Adelbert R. and Lewis C. They occupy the farm settled by his father, known 
as the Lake View farm, where Mr. Bates was born and has always resided. Samuel Bates was born in England and 
came to Cape Vincent with his father. He married Caroline, daughter of Casper and Elizabeth (Bellinger) Loadwick, of 
Watertown, and their children are Isabelle, Frank L., Emma E., Tunis I., and George G. They reside on road 63, in this 
town. Joseph H. Bates, sone of Charles H., married Maggie, daughter of Edwin and Eleanor (Wood) Gray of this town, 
and they have two children, Zelmia E. and McComb. He is a farmer on road 62, where he has resided 13 years.  

Jacob Bechert was born in Germany, and died there in 1848 aged 32 years. He married Mary Mattileng and their 
children were William, Lena and George. The latter was born in Germany and in 1854 came to Cape Vincent, where 
he now resides. He married Victoria, daughter of Adolph Majo and his children are Alice and Emma. He served in the 
late war in Co. B, 1st Ill. Lt. Art., three years, was honorably discharged at the close of the waar, and is now drawing a 
pension. He participated in the Battles of Chickamauga, Rosicoca, Dalton, Kinnery Mountain, Mariette, and Atlanta, 
and at the time of Lee's surrender was in Madison hospital, in Indiana.  

Daniel Beedle, a German, came to this country in 1756, and located in New York city. He was 10 months old when he 
arrived, and was sold for his passage over. He subsequently removed to Allensburgh, Vt. He married Polly, daughter 
of Coonrod Bright, and their children were John, Peter, Garret, Betsey, Elmer, Polly, Margaret and Sally. He died in 
Canada at the age of 80 years. His wife died at the age 46 years. Garret Beedle, his son, was born in Vermont and in 
1826 came to Cape Vincent where he now resides, the oldest man living in the town, aged 95 years. He married Julia, 
daughter of John and Huldah (Gaines) Jay of Herkimer County, and their children are Wallace and Clotilda. His wife 
died in 1872 aged 70 years. He occupies a farm on road 6.  

Fidelis Beringer, of Baden Germany, married Catherine Emberry who bore him seven children of whom Jacob, born 
in Baden, immigrated to America in 1828, and located in Albany, N.Y. where he engaged in business as a wholesale 
jeweler. In 1842 he came to Cape Vincent, and died there in 1886 aged 80 years. He married Gertrude, daughter of 
Philip and Gertrude Burdux, of Albany, who was a native of Germany and they had children as follows: Catherine, 
Gertrude, Caroline C., Emma, Loiusa, Mary, Bertha, and Jacob F. The latter married Mary J. Owens, of Picton, 
Canada where he now resides. Gertrude married Charles Barling, of Napanee, Canada and they have two children, 
Mary G. and James R. Jacob Beringer was a Royal Arch Mason for 30 years, and was one of the founders of the 
Masonic Lodge in Cape Vincent. He was a magistrate, and was postmaster for eight years. As a citizen, he deserved 
the exalted reputation universally accorded him for sterling integrity. He was warden of St. John's Church for many 
years.  

Joseph Block, of Germany, died there in 1841 agd about 88 years. His son Samuel died in Germany in 1833, aged 
46 years. Samuel's wife, Judith, died in New York City in 1873 aged 81 years. They had 9 children, viz.: Rosetta, 
Herman, Sophia, Rebecca, Morris, Sarah, Adolph, Henry, and Sigmund. The latter was born in Floss, Germany, in 
1812 in 1846 came to this town, where he now resides. He married first, Lucy, daughter of John Niles of Cape Vincent, 
and second, Mary, daughter of Samuel Lyle, of Watertown. He was a merchant for 44 years, and is now retired and 
resides iin Cape Vincent. His son, Sidney S., his only child by his first wife, is a telegraph operator, in which business 
he has been engaged 18 years.  

James T. Borland, son of James, was born in Montgomery County, and in 1815 came to Cape Vincent with his father, 
who was one of the first settlers of the town. He died in this town in 1832 aged 42 years. His wife was Rachel Wagner, 
of Cape Vincent and their children were Cordelia, Clarissa, John K., and James T., Jr. The latter, who was born in this 
town, married first, Hannah, daughter of Silas Kelsey, and their children were Nellie E., Dwight M., and Wilber P. He 
married second, Mary, daughter of John and Bridget (Murphy) Niland of Saginaw, Mich., and they have two children, 
James T. Jr, and John N. and reside at Cape Vincent village where he holds the office of justice of the peace.  

John Francis Bourcy, of France, came to Cape Vincent in June 1831, where he died in 1850 aged 72 yrs. He married 
Mary Barbery Barbalen, of France, by whom four children. Francis H., his son, came to Cape Vincent with his father 
when 19 years of age. He married Margaret Edus, daughter of Simon of this town, and their children are Stephen, 
Mary, John, Peter, Louis, Annette, Eugene, and Joseph H.. The latter, who was the eldest son, married, first, Mary J., 
daughter of John B. and Julia Morro Bisha by whom he had one daughter, Mary. He married, second, Catherine, 
daughter of Francis and Frances (Jeanlet) Aubertine of this town and by her had three children, viz.: Francis V., 
George S. and Kate. Mr. Bourcy is now a general merchant at Rosiere. He was proprietor of the Broadway Hotel at 
Cape Vincent for two and a half years. He has been assessor three years.  



John Branch was born in Rosiere, France, whence the village of Rosiere in this town derives its name. He came 
Jefferson County in 1829 and first located in the town of Le Ray, but after two years he removed to this town and 
located in Rosiere. In 1858 he removed to Illinois where he died at the age of 85 years. He married Margaret Jacko, of 
France who bore him six children. Simeon, the eldest son, came to Rosiere with his father and still resides here. He 
married Ann, daughter of John F. and Mary B. (Barbelin) Bourcy, of Cape Vincent by whom he had seven children, 
viz.: Margaret, Mary, Anna, Louis, Geneva, John, and Achille. The latter, who was born in the village of Rosiere, 
married first Margaret, daughter of John and Mary Stumpf, and had their children are Louis, Gustavus, Simeon, Mary 
and William J. He married, second, Harriet, daughter of Francis and Frances (Cornaire) Vautrin and they have one 
daughter, Frances, and reside in this town.  

Absolom Brewster, born in Massachusetts, removed to Cincinnati, O. about 1820, and died there. His son Thomas 
A., born in Massachusetts, at the age of 15 years came to Jefferson County and located in Henderson, where after 15 
years he removed to Potsdam, N.Y. where he died in 1865 aged about 65 years. He married Cordelia, daughter of 
William and Ruth (Fobes) Horr, of Henderson by whom he had four children, viz.: Almira, Hiram, Amanda and Thomas 
M. The latter was born in Henderson, and in 1852 came to Cape Vincent, where he now resides. He married Ellen M., 
daughter of Isaac and Sarah (Morgan) Lacy by whom he has had children as follows: Mary E., Wayne B., Alonzo and 
Alphonso, twins (deceased), Winfield H., Olive A., Viola N., and Myra A. Thomas M. Brewster is a carpenter and ship 
builder. Mary Brewster married Jerry W. Cough of Cape Vincent, and their children are Jennie B., Guy H., Roy M., 
Floyd, Wayne B. and Eleanor M. They reside in Appleton, Wis. Olive A. Brewster married Charles H. Foster of Cape 
Vincent, and they have one daughter, Nina who resides in this town. Wayne B. Brewster married Etta R. Stephens and 
Winfield H. married Genetta A. Smith. The latter have two children. Isaac Lacy, father of Mrs. Thomas M. Brewster, 
served in the War of 1812 and was wounded in the battle of Sackets Harbor. He was born in Pennsylvania and died in 
Rochester, N.Y., at the age of 40 years. His wife died in Henderson at the age of 55 years.  

Sheffield Burdick, son of Adam and Eliza (Moore) Burdick, was born in the town of Lyme and in 1870 located in Cape 
Vincent, where he now resides. He married Sobrinia, daughter of Libbeus and Charlotte (Sandford) Hewitt, and their 
children are Adah E., Geraldine S., Dette M., Ada E., Byron S., Mary B., Kittie R., and Fred L. The latter, who was born 
in the town of Lyme, is a general merchant in Cape Vincent, of the firm of Burdick and Armstrong. Sheffield Burdick 
has served as deputy custom house officer, and as assessor.  

James Burnett, of Connecticut, a Revolutionary soldier, died at the age of 84 years. He married Chloe Martin and of 
their 11 children, David located in Gouverneur N.Y. in 1820 and 12 years later removed to Cape Vincent where he died 
in 1875 aged 77 yrs. He married Asemath, daughter of Uriel and Sarah (Hammond) Mosley, of Hampton, Conn., by 
whom he had children as follows: James G., Clinton D.C., Elisha G., John P., Theodore W., Corneilia A., and Uriel M. 
His widow survives him at the age of 89 years, and has 14 great-grandchildren. Uriel M. Burnett was b. in Gouverneur 
and in 1839, at the age of 17 years, located in this town on road 4 where he now resides. He married Almira, daughter 
of George and Mary (Gordinier) Simmons, of Fredericksburg, Canada and they have three children, viz: Anna A., 
Theodore W., and Clarence E. He served in the late war in Co. M, 10th N.Y.H.A., six months, was disabled, and is now 
drawing a pension.  

Ashbell Burnham, son of James, was born in the town of Northampton, Mass. whence he removed to Kingsbury, 
Washington County where he died in 1835 or '36, aged 62 years. He married Lydia A. Agrins of Staten Island , N.Y. 
and they had 13 children of whom Calvin was born in Kingsbury, N.Y. and in 1861 located in Cape Vincent where he 
died December 31, 1873 aged 65 years. He followed the dual occupation of farmer and wagonmaker. He married 
Orenda, daughter of Amos and Anna (Kimball) Lucas and their children are Edwin S., Alfred G., Frances A., Charles 
H., and Erastus K. The latter was born in Kingsbury and in 1854 came to this town where he now resides. He is a 
dealer in grain and owner of the elevator at Cape Vincent, where he has been engaged since he located in the town. 
He is president of the Bank of Cape Vincent, which was organized in 1885  

Handley Bushnell, an Englishman, died in Saybrook, Conn. He married Zuba Bishop and of their three children, 
Joshua, born in Saybrook, Conn., removed to Fairfield, Herkimer County, N.Y., where he died at the advanced age of 
94 years. His wife was Azaba Willard of Saybrook, Conn. and they had children as follows: Abigail, Bishop, George, 
Betsey, Joseph, Nancy, and Dr. Handley W. The latter was born in Fairfield in 1799. He resided in LaFargeville 25 
years and in 1850 removed to Cape Vincent, where he died in 1867 aged 68 years. He was an able allopathic and 
homeopathic physician and surgeon, and was a graduate of the Fairfield Medical College. He practiced in Cape 
Vincent with marked success until his death. He married Sarah, daughter of Augustus and Hetcha (Wilcox) Potter, of 
Steuben, Oneida County and their children are Sarahette (Mrs. G. F. Bartlett) and Handley N., a physician of Cape 
Vincent. Mrs. Bushnell survives at the great age of 90 years.  

Levi Carey, a native of Massachusetts served in the Revolutionary war until its close. He was at the battle of Bunker 
Hill, at New York City at the time of its surrender to the British, at the battle of Trenton, and at Valley Forge. He died in 
Oswego, N.Y., about 1838, aged 90 years. His wife, Ruth Goodrich, bore him nine children. His son Zenas was a 
captain in the War of 1812. He was born in New Hampshire, in 1790, and soon after 1800 located in Brownville, in this 
county, and finally removed to Lyme, where he died at the age of 73 yrs. He married Olive, daughter of Reuben Brown, 



of Windham Co., Vt, by whom he had seven children, viz.: Caroline, Newell, Morris, Eveline, Louisa, Rosalthe, and 
Charles B. The latter, who was born in Richland N.Y., removed to Lyme in 1847, and in 1866 came to Cape Vincent. 
He mar Lydia, daughter of Thomas and Harriet (Bunce) Tarbell of this town and their children are Olivett, Laura M., 
Lydia T., Emma L., and Florence M. He is a general merchant and postmaster at St. Lawrence village, where he has 
been four years. He served in Co. L, 10th N.Y.H.A., three years, and was honorably discharged at the close of the war.  

Jeremiah Carrier, a Rev. War soldier, was born in Connecticut whence he emigrated to Steuben, Oneida Co., N.Y. 
among the early settlers, where he died at the age of 86 years. He married a Miss Ball and they had two children, 
Seymour and Jerry. The latter was born in West Springfield, Mass. in 1789. He studied medicine and graduated at 
Fairfield, N.Y. and located at Alexandria Bay where he practiced his profession several years. He served in the War of 
1812 and finally located in Cape Vincent , where he was a collector of customs. He died in Detroit, Mich while on a 
visit, in 1878, aged 87 years. He married Abie A. Potter, of Floyd, Oneida County, who died in 1877 at Cape Vincent, 
aged 87 years. Their children were Albert E., Sarah A., Helen, and Augustus. The latter was born in Floyd, Oneida 
County and came to this town with his parents. He subsequently removed to Detroit where he remained 25 years but 
returned to Cape Vincent. He has been a dealer in ship timber at the latter place and Detroit. He married Fanny M., 
daughter of Willard and Sally (Green) Ainsworth and their children were Albert E., Mary E., and Byron A..  

Hondro Chavoustie was a native of France and died there at the age of 87 years. His children were Julia, John, and 
Louis. The latter was born in France and died there aged 76 years. His wife, Catharine Sayles, bore him eight children, 
viz.: Henry, Eugene, Levi, Charles, Mary, Julia, Frances, and Louis. The latter, a native of Cape Vincent, married Nora, 
dau of Patrick Sweney and their children are Louis E., John A., Henry H., Mary L., Nellie and Caroline, and is now a 
resident of Cape Vincent, on road 50, where he has resided 30 years.  

John D. Clark, a native of Schenectady, N.Y., died at Barnes Corners, Lewis County aged 70 years. He married 
Margaret Nessell, of Steuben County, by whom he had six children, viz.: John D., Margaret, Sophia, Rachel, Charles, 
and Christopher. The latter, who was born in Cape Vincent, married Arzelia, daughter of William and Helen (Van 
Valkenburg) Brougham and their children are Willie, Winfield, Lulu, George, and Arzelia. He enlisted in the late war in 
Co. M, 10th N.Y.H.A., for three years or during the war and was honorably discharged. He was wounded at Fort 
Richmond, Staten Island, and at the time of Lee's surrender was a wound-dresser in the hospital at Washington. He 
now resides in this town and is drawing a pension.  

Terry Connall, who died in Queens County, Ireland at the age of 86 years, married Catherine Wyers and had four 
children, of whom Richard married Mary Byrne and they had three children, viz.: Daniel, Mary and Terry. The latter 
emigrated to Cape Vincent in 1824. He married Sally, daughter of John and Demarius (Foot) Lasalle, of Montgomery 
County, and their children were Mary, John H., Charles M., Richard T., William, Caroline, James E., and Salinda. He 
now resides on road 20 in this town where he has been located 47 years. His son, Richard T., a native of Lyme, 
married Adaline, daughter of Xavier and Julia Colon and their children are Maryette J., and Richard T.  

Lawrence Constance was a native of Germany, whence he immigrated to Cape Vincent where he died. His wife, 
Elizabeth bore him seven children, viz.: Lawrence, Jr., John, Fred, Catharine, Elizabeth and two who reside in the 
west. Lawrence Jr., was born in Germany and in 1840 came to this town with his father and located in the French 
settlement. He married Barbara, daughter of John and Elizabeth Smithling, of Clayton, by whom he had eleven 
children, viz.: Elizabeth, Mary, Theresa, Lawrence, Helen, Edward, Katie, Joseph, Emma, William and John F. He is a 
farmer in this town. His son John F. is a merchant in Cape Vincent.  

John Cornaire, of Rosiere, France, came to Cape Vincent in 1831 and now resides here at the age of 76 years. He 
married Margaret, dau of Euger and Margaret (Grevet) Aubertine and his children are John N., Harriet, Lestesia A., 
Frank, James, Julius S., and Louis. The latter, a native of Cape Vincent, married Belle, daughter of Hiram H. and 
Chestina (Huntley) Herrick, of Lyme and they have two children, George and Jasper. He is a farmer and cheesemaker 
and resides on road 25, in this town. John N. Cornaire, eldest son of John, married Paulina, daughter of Victor and 
Julia M. (Valdenaire) Gilbert, a native of France, and their children are Julia M. and Ernest J. The first frame barn in 
this part of the town were built by one Van Hooser, on the farm now occupied by Mr. Cornaire, and in which Methodists 
held their first meetings.  

Simeon Cornaire, of Rosiere, France, came to Cape Vincent in 1830 and died here in 1862 aged 74 years. He 
married Frances Akean, of France by whom he had children as follows: Ann, Jenette, Frances, Margaret, Eupazie, 
Frank, Claude J., and Marcelle. The latter was born in France and came to Cape Vincent with his father, and was here 
engaged in the grocery business for many years. He married Frances, daughter of John B. Simard, of France and their 
children are Annette, John P., Frank, Mary M., Emily, and Marshall S. They reside in this town, he at the age of 74 
years and his wife at the age of 68. Marshall S. Cornaire is a merchant at Cape Vincent.  

Adam Cratensburg, son of Conrad was a native of Johnstown, NY, where he died. He served, with two of his 
brothers, in the Revolutionary war. He was the father of six children. His son John A. was born in 1793. He removed to 
Town of Wilna, in this county, where he died in 1867. He married Mary, daughter of John Grems, of Minden, 
Montgomery County, by whom he had children as follows: Henry, Margaret, Conrad, Anna M., Andrew, Abram M., and 



Adam I. The latter was born in Johnstown, April 6 1817, and in 1866 came to Cape Vincent as lighthouse-keeper at 
Tibbets Point. He married Ethel A., daughter of Calvin and Charlotte (Niffins) Averill, of Watertown, in 1838 by whom 
he has children as follows: Cassius H., a resident of Chehuahua, Mexico, Charlotte M., Phebe L., John C., Ada A., 
Ellen E., Charlotte A., Wilton A., Amelia M., and May B. and Bell M. (twins). Mr Cratsenburg served two years in Co. I, 
35th N.Y. Inf., and reenlisted for three years, or during the war, in Co. M.15th N.Y.H.A. and participated in the battles 
of Rappahannock Station, South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court House, and 
Cold Harbor. He was captured and confined in Libby preisonb for two months and was discharged January 20, 1865 
and is now a pensioner.  

Joseph Cross, son of Joseph, was born in Swanzey, NH and in 1819 came to Cape Vincent where he followed the 
occupation of tanner, currier and shoemaker, dying here at the age of 50 years. He married Marion, daughter of 
Jonathan and Betsey Whitcomb, of Swanzey, and their children were Emily, Horace, Frederick, Jane, 1st, Jane, 2nd, 
and Francis A. The latter was born in Swanzey, and came to Cape Vincent with his father, and still resides here. He 
married Loiusa, daughter of Eli and Hannah (Squires) Frink, January 8, 1840, by whom he has four children, viz.: 
Juliett, Isaac T., Byron F., and Mary L. He has been a resident of this town for 70 years; is now with 73 years of age 
and his wife is 70. He is cashier of the Bank of Cape Vincent, which position he has held four years.  

Abram Cuppernull, son of Abram, was born in Springfield, Mass., whence he removed to Clayton, where he died in 
1885 aged 77 years. He married Chloe, daughter of David Gardner, of Sackets Harbor, by whom he had the following 
children: Edward, Anson, David, Elizabeth, Byron, Chloe A., and George. The latter was born in Gouverneur in 
October 1831. He married Alvira, daughter of Elihu and Phebe (Huntley) Dean, of Clayton and they have one 
daughter, Eva E. (Mrs. Wells Moffatt), of Lyme, who has three children--Eva, George D., and Gracia A.  

Benjamin Davis, a native of Wales, immigrated to this country and located in Montgomery County, N.Y. During the 
War of 1812 he chartered a vessel and loaded it with "brogans," which he intended to sell to the British government, 
but which was captured and confiscated by the American army. He reared a family of 10 children. His son, Henry S. 
Davis was born in the town of Florida, Montgomery County, and now resides at Mt. Pleasant, Mich. He married 
Catharine Osborn and their children are Alonzo D., John H., Melissa M., Permelia J., and Richard A. The latter, who 
was born in Montgomery County, came to Cape Vincent in 1873. He married Lydia, daughter of Edward and Mary Ann 
(Brooks) Brook, of Belleville, Canada and their children are Burt A., Edward A., Richard A., Jr., and Allen S. Mr. Davis 
enlisted in Co. H, 11th U.S.Inf. for three years or during the war, and participated in the battles of the Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania Court House, before Petersburg, and in front of Richmond. He is now practicing law in Cape Vincent, 
and is a pensioner.  

Casimere De Camp, son of Joseph, a native of France, immigrated to New York City, where he resided 14 years. In 
1846 he located in Rosiere in this town, and here died in 1880 aged 74 years. He married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Martin and Elizabeth Bree and they had three children, viz.: Emeline, John, and Alice. His widow survives him, and 
resides in this town at the age of 71 years.  

Ramy P. Dezengremel, a native of France, immigrated to America and in 1835 located in Cape Vincent and cleared a 
farm. In 1858 he returned to France on a visit, and died there at the age of 74 years. He married Mary, daughter of 
Wyzan Felicity, and their children were Ramy and Francis P. The latter was born in France and came to this country 
with his father when 16 years of age. He married Mary S., daughter of Frank and Theresa (Souden) Boulon and they 
had three children, viz.: Eugene (deceased), Charles, and Frank. Mr. and Mrs. Dezengremel reside in this town, aged 
respectively 69 and 67 years. He has been an industrious farmer and now owns five farms in this town. Ramy 
Dezengremel was born in France in 1813 and came to this town with his father, Ramy P., in 1835 and died in here 
October 19, 1888 aged 76 years. He married, first, Melina Delaplace, of France, in 1844, and they had one son, Louis 
R. He married, second, Mrs. Bettie H. Hassler, of Cape Vincent, daughter of Samuel and Eleanor (Bayly) Hanson of 
Washington, D.C. who survives him at the age of 66 years. He was a prosperous farmer and a staunch Democrat, and 
was an assessor many years. Louis R. Dezengremel was born in this town. He married Esther, daughter of John B. 
and Rose (Cocagne) Grapotte by whom he has three chilfren, viz.: Marion C., Estelle R., and Alfred L. He resides on 
the homestead farm. Frank Dezengremel, son of Francis P., married Harriet J., daughter of Joseph and Cornelia 
(Calvin) Crevolin and their children are Edna M., and Raymond F. He is a grocery merchant at Cape Vincent, where he 
has been located six years. Charles Dezengremel, son of Francis P., married Clarissa A., daughter of Charles A. and 
Genevieve (Branch) Gosier and their children are Charles E., Sadie G., and Walter E. and Wallace F. (twins). He is a 
farmer.  

Elisha P. Dodge, son of Thomas, was born in Rhode Island. He came to Cape Vincent in 1817 among the early 
settlers and here resided until his death, in February, 1864, aged 63 years. He married Olive, daughter of John and 
Eliza (Rathbun) Tunnicliff, of this town, and they had children as follows: Edwin T., Eliza R., Mary A., Adelaide D., 
Lorenzo E., Flora R., and Emogene O. Flora R. married Isaac T. Cross, of Cape Vincent, and they have two children, 
Beula L. and Frank D. Mrs. Olive Dodge survives her husband on the homestead farm at the age of 81 years. Eliza R. 
Dodge married Henry L. Fox, son of Henry and Lydia (Tracy) Fox and they have one son, Edward D. The latter, a 
native of Watertown married Cornelia, daughter of Joseph and Cornelia (Calvin) Crevolin and they have six children, 



viz.: Frederick C., Kate A., Ned R., Maria R., Delno H., and Edwin T. He is proprietor of the St. Lawrence Hotel at 
Cape Vincent.  

Emmogene O. Dodge married Capt. P.L. Millen, son of Henry Millen, of Millen's Bay, February 22, 1870 and their 
children were Leonard, who died in November, 1871, Maude E., Flora M., Marian E., and Panzie F. In 1869 they 
removed to Detroit Mich., and in 1884 to Romeo in the same state, where they now reside. Mr. Millen is captain of the 
steamer Iron Duke, plying between Duluth, Minn., and Buffalo, N.Y.  

Thomas Dodge was born at Block Island, RI and in 1813 came to Cape Vincent where he resided until his death in 
1831 aged about 64 years. His wife was Willoby King. His son David, a native of Block Island came to this town about 
1817 and here remained until his death in January, 1879, aged 84 years. He married Loiusa Barrett of Long Island, 
daughter of Tyler Barrett, and their children were Sophronia A., Benjamin R., Amelia, Cyrus A., Horace F., Melissa M., 
Alonzo, Duane, Mareza, and Orlando D. The latter, a native of Cape Vincent, married Annie E., daughter of John D. 
and Bersina (Ballard) Augsbury, and their children are; Roy D., Ada S., Winnie E., and Floy E. He occupies the 
homestead farm where he was born. Frederick H. Dodge married Harriet A., daughter of Justice Felt, of Clayton, and 
their children were Justice D., Benjamin D., and Lyghton G. He resides on a farm on Road 6 in Cape Vincent, where 
he was born. Benjamin D, his only surviving child, is proprietor of Riverside Hotel, at Millen's Bay.  

Robert Donaldson, of Ireland, died in Canada in 1872, aged 42 years. He married Sarah, daughter of Alexander and 
Ann Armstrong, of Cape Vincent, who bore him seven children, viz.: William E., Robert E., John B., Sarah J., Mary A., 
Katie M., and Alexander. The latter was born in Canada and came to Cape Vincent in 1882. He married Mary, 
daughter of Thomas and Catharine (Carey) Brady, and their children are Sarah L., Charles A., Robert E., and 
Frederick R.  

Luther Dunning, who was a captain in the Revolutionary war, was a native of Connecticut where he died aged 66 
years. Of his five children, Eli L., born in Connecticut, served in the War of 1812, and in 1835 came to Cape Vincent 
and located on a farm on road 68 where he died in 1884 at the advanced age of 93 years. He married Hannah 
McGowan who survives him and resides in Kingston, Canada, at the age of 85 years. Their children were Urania S., 
Olive F., Eli, Margaret, Mary A., Laura E., Theodotia V., and James L. The latter was born in Amsterdam, NY, May 12, 
1834, and came with his parents to Cape Vincent. He married Julia B., daughter of William and Margaret (Cough) 
Cary, in 1857 and their children are Claude C. of El Paso, Texas, Maggie E., Nora M., and Inez M. Claude C. married 
Louie Walker of Coolorado Spa, Col. George Cough served in the War of 1812, and was taken captive by the Indians.  

William Ebben, a native of England, came to Sackets Harbor in 1818, remained there several years, and finally 
removed to Montezuma, N.Y., where he died, aged about 70 years. His wife is still living in Redwood, aged 100 years. 
Their children were Ellis, Harriet, Eliza, Lucy, Susan, Maria, Sarah A. and George. The latter, who was born in 
England, came to America with his father and died in Detroit, Mich., in 1884, aged about 70 years. He married Ann, 
daughter of Michael and Bridget (Murphy) McKinley, of Sackets Harbor, and they had two children, Elizabeth and 
George. The latter, who was born in Watertown, married Mary A., daughter of Charles and Bridget (Mullen) Farrell, of 
Clayton, December 26, 1875, and they reside in this town.  

Thomas Emery, a native of Vermont, removed to Canada soon after his marriage and there remained until his death, 
in 1848, aged 75 years. He married Lucy A. Holt, of Vermont, who bore him 10 children. His son Barzillia, born in 
Canada, in 1809, removed to Clayton soon after his marriage, and subsequently located in Brownville, and later in 
Cape Vincent, where he now resides, aged 80 years. He married Julia A., daughter of Zebulon and Sarah A. (Smith) 
Bass, of Clayton, and their children are Zebulon, Julia (Mrs. Amasa Clark), of Arlington, Dakota, and Thomas. The 
latter married Frances H., daughter of Daniel and Arvilla (Marsh) Whitney, of Dexter N.Y., and their children are Marian 
E., Clara, Brayton W., and Maude. Daniel Whitney, mentioned above, was a native of Oneida County, whence he 
removed to the town of Hounsfield. When 18 years of age he served in the War of 1812 in the battle of Sackets 
Harbor. He married Arvilla Marsh of Oneida County by whom he had children as follows: Clark M., Calvin, Daniel, Alva 
A., Brayton, Sarah M., Clarissa M., Frances H., Julia P., Jane A., and Mary A.  

Jeremiah Farr, son of Aaron, was a native of Vermont, and died in the town of Ellisburg at the age of 50 years. He 
married Katie Belden of Painted Post, N.Y., by whom he had children as follows: John B., Charles A., Edward R., 
Alzina, Zimri, Uri, and Jeremiah. The latter was born in Ellisburgh, whence he removed to Cape Vincent in 1867. He 
married Harriet S., daughter of Ira and Hannah (Benton) North, of Redfield, N.Y., and their children are Greenleaf and 
Ira. The latter married Carrie daughter of Martin and Catharine Hay, of Cape Vincent.  

Michael Fitzgerald, a native of County Tipperrary, Ireland, immigrated to this country and located on Staten Island, 
N.Y., and subsequently removed to Clayton, where he died. His wife, Hannah, bore him five children, viz.: John, 
Barrington, Peter, Margaret, and Daniel. The latter was born in Lewis County, and in 1878 removed to Cape Vincent, 
where he died in 1885 aged 56 years. He married Alice, daughter of John and Mary (Hayes) Kanaley, who bore him 
seven children, viz.: John, Michael, William, Morris, Mary, Eugene, and Daniel L. The latter was born in Clayton and in 
1877 removed to this town where he now resides. He married Sophia, daughter of Patrick and Mary (Furlong) Walsh, 



of Cape Vincent, and they have two children, Henry J. and Edward D. Mr. Fitzgerald is the present supervisor of Cape 
Vincent.  

Henry Fox, of English descent, whose father served in the Revolutionary war, was born in Connecticut. He was a 
captain of the state militia, was a prominent woolen manufacturer, and proprietor of coloring mills. He located in 
Watertown in 1840, and in 1866 died in Cape Vincent at the age of 73 years. He married Lydia, daughter of Hon. Uriah 
and Bethia Tracy, of Connecticut who bore him children as follows: Pruda T., Caroline A., Elizabeth and Henry L. The 
latter was born in Hardwick, Otsego County, N.Y., and in 1840 located in Watertown where he resided several years. 
During the late war he furnished 500 horses for the government. In 1850 he came to Cape Vincent, where he is now 
proprietor of a popular summer hotel. He married Eliza Rathbun Dodge, daughter of Elisha and Olive (Tunnicleff) 
Dodge of this town, in 1844 and they have one son, Edwin D., who was born in Watertown. Edwin D. Fox married 
Cornelia, daughter of Joseph and Cornelia (Calvin) Crevolin, of Cape Vincent, by whom he has six children, viz.: 
Frederick C., Kate A., Ned R., Maria R., Delano H., and Edwin T. Mr. Fox is now owner and proprietor of the St. 
Lawrence Hotel at Cape Vincent. Uriah Tracy, before mentioned, was a major-general in the United States Army, and 
United States senator from Connecticut. He died in 1807.  

Jacob Fraley, a German, came to America in 1836 and settled in this town, where his son Peter now lives. and here 
died in 1880 aged 67 years. He married Catharine, daughter of John Slick, by whom he had 11 children, 5 of whom 
died in Germany and six survive, viz.: George W., Mary Ann, John, Jacob, Joseph, and Peter. The latter, born in this 
town, married Julia, daughter of Christopher and Mary (Barberry) Adams and their children are George J.W., Malinda 
C., Frank, Mellford P., Christopher E., Ella N., and Mary B. He is a farmer and miller, and has resided on the 
homestead farm for 22 years. Mrs. Fraley's father, Christopher Adams, a native of Germany, came to this town in 
1845. His nine children were Peter H., Christopher, Julia (Mrs. Fraley) Mary Ann, Margaret, Katie, Mary B., George, 
and Elizabeth.  

Simeon Gangien, of Rosiere, France came to America in 1770 and served in the Revolutionary War under General La 
Fayette. He returned to France where he died in 1813 aged 72 yrs. He married Laurence Udel by whom he had two 
children, Nicholas and Simeon Jr. The latter was born in Rosiere, France, and in 1832 came to this town and was the 
first settler on a farm on road 26. He married Jane Ann Therat, a native of France who bore him four children, viz.: 
Antoine, John B., Clarissa A., and Charles A. The latter, born in France, came to this town with his father. He married 
Genevieve, daughter of John and Margaret (Jacco) Branch, of France, by whom he has children as follows: Clarissa 
A., Margaret, Clarles S., Antoine E., Mary C., Louis V., Edward A., and Genevieve. He has resided on road 37 since 
1832.  

William Gardner, who served as major in the Revolutionary war and afterwards drew a pension, died in Pinckney, 
Lewis County, at the age of 90 years. Of his seven children, Samuel born in Rhode Island, came in 1839 to Cape 
Vincent and located on road 68. He subsequently removed to road 62, where he died in 1867, agec 67 years. His first 
wife, Mercy Olin, who died in 1837, aged 45 years, bore him 12 children, viz.: Palmer, William, Daniel, Elan, Nelson, 
Henry L., Orlando, Alvira, Abra, Sally A., Fidelia, and Electa. He married, second, Mrs. Harriet Goodrich, daughter of 
H. Converse, of Pamelia and by her had one son, Charles I. Henry L. Gardner, son of Samuel, was born in Pinckney, 
Lewis County, and came to this town with his father. He married, first, Maria, daughter of Hiram and Mary 
(Schoonmaker) Lathrop, of Wolf Island and they had five children, viz.: Mary I., (Mrs. William Knowlton), of Three Mile 
Bay, Laura, (Mrs. Charles Dawes), of Pittsfield, Wis.; Delia, Carrie and Nannie. By his second wife, Mary, daughter of 
John and Clemence (Ethridge) Tarrant, he had one daughter, Sarah M. His third marriage was with Mary, daughter of 
Matthew and Margaret (McConnell) Patterson, of Dekalb and they have one daughter Allie M. and reside in this town.  

Joseph Garlach was a native of Germany, where he died in 1866. His wife, Catharine, died in 1852. Their children 
were Peter, Jacob and Mary. Peter Garlach was born in Germany and in 1856 immigrated to this country and located 
in Cape Vincent, where he now resides at the age of 67 years. He married Christina Kiser, who died in 1874 aged 44 
years. His children are Christina, Peter, Jr., Katie, Fred, Jacob, Mary, Charles, and Elizabeth. His son Charles Garlach 
married Lillian, daughter of Lynus and Dorothea (Hartford) Chapman and they have one son, Herbert C. Mr. Garlach is 
a meat dealer in Cape Vincent village. Peter Garlach, Jr., married Nellie, daughter of John and Catharine (McDole) 
Ewings, of Kemptville, Canada and their children are Harvey A., Edith E., Catharine H., and Robert R. He is a dealer in 
boots and shoes with his father, who has been in business for 33 years.  

Andrew Gray, son of Adam, who served in the Revolutionary war, was born in Palatine, Montgomery County, where 
he died. He married Mary Snell and of their 8 children, Adam A. was born in Palatine, NY and in 1836 came to this 
town and settled on a farm on road 72, where he died in 1855 aged 65 years. He married, first, Magdalen Loucks, who 
bore him four children, viz.: Alexander M., Morgan, Edwin, and Andrew C. He married, second, Pedee Guile, of 
Oppenheim, Montgomery County by whom he had four children, viz.: Eveline, Sarah, Harriet, and Walter. His son 
Edwin married Eleanor, daughter of Gardner and Fanny (Cook) Wood and their children are Adam A., Mary, 
Magdalen, Eveline A., Fanny, Edwin M., McComb B., and Lizzie E. He occupies the homestead farm of his father on 
road 72, where he has resided 48 years. He was a recruiting officer during the late war, and has served as justice of 
the peace 32 years.  



William Hay, B.A., M.D., C.M., L.R.C.P.S., was born in the city of Stratford, County Perth, Province of Ontario. His 
father, R.M. Hay, was a native of Lanark, Canada and was a retired merchant at Paisely, Canada. His mother was 
Charlotte Ewart, of Edinburg, Scotland. Dr. Hay married Catharine McDougall, of Stormont Co., Ontario, and they have 
one son, William, Jr. Dr. Hay is a graduate of Queens University, Kingston, Canada, andis a licentiate of the Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. He completed the divinity course in the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of 
Queens University. In 1887 he located at Richland Junction, N.Y. where he was examining surgeon for the Travelers' 
Insurance Company. In 1888 he succeeded Dr. Pierce at the village of St. Lawrence, in this town, where he has a 
remunerative practice.  

Joseph Hentzleman was born and died in Prussia. His children were Joseph, Ann, and Frank. The latter was born in 
Germany, where he died at theage of 75 years. His wife was Sarah Emely, and their children were Joseph, Adolph, 
Edward, Amelia, Mary, Theresa, and John B. John B. Hentzleman was born in Prussia and served in the Prussian war 
in 1866. In 1869 he came to Cape Vincent where he now resides. He married, first, Margaret, daughter of Alexander 
and Ann Armstrong, of this town, and second, Lizzie, daughter of Francis and Anna Armstrong.  

George Hilts, a native of Herkimer County, N.Y. came to Jefferson County in 1842, and located in Orleans where he 
died in 1864 aged 84 years. He married Lydia, daughter of Tyrus Rice, of Salisbury, Herkimer County, and their 
children were Milo F., Duane, and Ezra D. The latter was born in Herkimer County and came to Cape Vincent in 
December 1870. He married Mary H., daughter of Jesse and Abigail (Schryver) Sevens of this town and their children 
are Carrie A., and Abby M. He enlisted in the late war in Battery D, 1st Lt. Art., for three years or during the war, and 
participated in the battles of Williamsburg and Yorktown. He was wounded and lost an arm, and was discharged 
September 26, 1862, and now is drawing a pension. He has been postmaster seven years, justice of the peace four 
years, and justice of the Sessions three years. He taught school several years, attended the law school at Albany, and 
was admitted to practice in all the courts in the state. Tyrus Rice, before mentioned, served in the Revolutionary war.  

Thomas P. Holland, son of William, was born in Devonshire, England. In 1868 he 1868 came to America and located 
at Sydenham, Ontario. He married Annie Blackmore and their children are Mary J., William J., Albert, Sarah, Norman, 
Kenneth, Lettie, and Thomas. The latter was born in Somersetshire, England. He married Isabella, daughter of James 
Grummar, of Canada by whom he had three children, namely: Ethel M., Pansy G., and Marian K. Mr. Holland came to 
this town in 1881, and has since followed the occupation of a baker.  

John Humphrey, of Kent, England, married Elizabeth Barnes and there resided until his death. His children were 
Mary A., John, Jr., William, Richard, and Thomas. John Humphrey, Jr., was born in Kent. He emigrated, and in 1840 
settled in this town, on road 73, on land now known as the Humphrey farm. He died here in 1887 aged 83 years. His 
wife was Sarah, dau of Thomas and Henrietta (Little) Wenban, also of Kent, England and she died in 1886 aged 82 
years. Their children were Elizabeth, Jane S., Charles, Henry T., William, Martha A., Harrison L., Henrietta H., James, 
Richard, and Alfred J. The latter was born in England and came to Cape Vincent with his father. He married first, 
Harriet, daughter of Adam A. and Pedee (Guile) Gray of this town and his children by her were Adam, Eva J., Ida E., 
Fred, and Etta. By his second wife, Sophronia, daughter of Elias F. and Mary (Potter) Powell he had two children, Mary 
B., and Bessie. Harrison L. Humphrey was born in Amsterdam, Montgomery County. He married Justina, daughter of 
Albion and Demah (Butler) Davis and his children are Ward C., Emma I., Gertrude J., and Charles H. His wife died in 
1883, aged 44 years. He resides on Grenadier Island, where he has lived 12 years. William Humphrey, son of John, 
was born in England and came to Cape Vincent with his father, where he married Nancy L., daughter of George and 
Cordelia (Thomas) Saunders, by whom he had seven children, viz.: Albert G., Julia M., William G., Cordelia H., Fanny 
W., Edna L., and Edwin J. He has resided on road 68 for 21 years.  

Richard Humphrey, son of John, was born in England and came to Cape Vincent with his father. He married in 1855 
Minerva, daughter of Christopher and Margaret (Haff) Van Schaick and they have had three children, viz.: Martha A., 
and Jennie M., deceased, and Ernest R. who resides on the homestead farm with his father.  

Ira Ingerson, a native of Herkimer County, came to the town of Lyme in 1848, where he died in 1877 aged 76 years. 
His wife, Rebecca, bore him six children, viz.: Seneca, William, Dorwin, Philo, Julia A., and Dorcas. Dorwin Ingerson 
married Miranda Gilbert of LeRay and his children are Melvin, Almeda, HarrietSee note, Francelia, Harvey and Horace. 
The latter married Martha, daughter of Silas Mosier, of Clayton, and their children are Carrie, Corey, Eugene, and 
Clarence. He enlisted in Co. M, N.Y.H.A., for three years, or during the war, and was honorably discharged for wounds 
received in the battle before Petersburg. 
Note: Harriet Ingerson, dau of Dorwin, married, as his first wife, Jeremiah Wagoner.  

Christopher Irvine was born and died in Ireland, aged about 80 years. His three children were James, Jane and 
Mary. James died in Ireland at the age of 60 years. His wife was Eliza Kithcart, and their children were James, Jane, 
Mary and Christopher. The latter married Mary, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth Stephens, of Broughton, Canada, by 
whom he had children as follows; Christopher, James C., Robert, Henry, Jane, Eliza and Ann. His wife died February 
15, 1888, aged 83 years. Mr. Irvine is still living at the age of 89 yrs. His farm on road 6 he has occupied 65 years. His 
son James C., was born in Broughton, Canada and in 1827 came to Cape Vincent where he now resides. He married 



first, Amelia, daughter of Harvey and Mary (Wilson) Hurlburt, of this town, and they had one daughter Fanny M. He 
married, second, Mrs. Almira Harris, of Lyme, daughter of Bingham and Permelia (Klock) Warner and they have one 
daughter, Florence. His wife, Amelia died in 1873 at 39 yrs.  

John Johnson, son of Herrick, was born in Sweden where he died at the age of 42 years. His wife, Mary, bore him 
nine children, viz.: Charlotte, John, Carl, August, Victor, Otto, Axel, Matilda, and Frederick A. The latter, who was born 
in Sweden, immigrated to this country and resided two years in New York city and 6 years in Dutchess County and in 
1880 came to Cape Vincent, where he now resides. He married Adelia, daughter of John and Mary Romain Rienbeck, 
of this town, in 1884, and they have one son, Herman A.  

Eber Kelsey came to Cape Vincent 1809 with an ox team and cart, and made the first clearing where the village of 
Cape Vincent now stands, and built the first house near the present location of the Rathbun House. He built the first 
hotel, called the Kelsey House, which was subsequently rebuilt and called the Carleton House, and later, with 
additions and repairs, called the Rathbun House which now stands. Here he resided until his death, aged 80 years. His 
wife, Sarah, bore him eight children, viz.: Gideon, Lorenzo, Silas, Eli, Lucy, Laura, and Zilpha. Eli Kelsey was born in 
Connecticut and came to Cape Vincent with his father, dying here in 1874, aged 84 years. He married Eva Van 
Schaick, daughter of Michael and Caroline (Truax) Van Schaick by whom he had children as follows: Eber L., Charles 
E., Caroline, Mary, Francis, Laura C., And E. Carlos. The latter was born in this town. He married Anna, daughter of 
Rev. J.B. and Clarissa (North) Preston, of Byron, N.Y. and is now a general insurance agent in Cape Vincent village. 
Eli Preston served in the War of 1812 and helped in the construction of the old ship New Orleans at Sackets Harbor.  

Frederick Kesler, a native of Germany, and his wife, Margaret reared a family of seven children, viz.: William, 
Cornelius, Kate, Margaret, Fanny, George, and Albert. The latter was born in Lyme, whence he removed to Cape 
Vincent, where he was killed by a falling tree in 1883 aged 54 years. He married Lucretia Wheeler, of Lyme, who bore 
him five children, viz.: Leila, Wilter, Edgar, Fred, and Frank. The latter married Esther A. Pearsons, of Cape Vincent, 
daughter of William and Almeda (Marsh) Pearsons, and their children are Frederick A., Luther J., Maynard F., Richard 
S., Leon A., and Edith E. They reside in Cape Vincent.  

John Laird, an Irishman, came to America abt 1830 and located at Cape Vincent on a farm on road 49, where he died 
in 1861 aged 67 yrs. He married Mary, daughter of James Moore, of Ireland and their children were George, Isabelle, 
Elizabeth, James, John, William, Jane, Alexander, Catherine, Edward, David, Samuel, Mary, and Robert. The latter 
was born in Cape Vincent April 10, 1833. He married Mary, daughter of Joseph and Barbara A. (Smith) Baker, of 
Picton, Canada and they have two children, Willie D. and George S. He occupies the homestead farm of his father, 
where he has resided since his birth.  

John Langier, a native of Germany came to Cape Vincent among the early settlers, and was the first permanent 
settler on a farm on road 40. He died in 1883 aged 82 years. His wife was Margaret Raphols, and their children were 
Catherine, John, Elizabeth, Mary A., Magdelana, Joseph, Katie, Margaret, Mary, Nina, Lucy, Francis, and George. The 
latter was born in Cape Vincent, where he married Jane, daughter of John B. and Margaret (Cornaire) Brunot by whom 
he has two children, George B, and Eva A., and is a farmer on road 14, corner 19, in this town.  

Samuel Lyle, a native of England, moved to County Antrim, Ireland, where he died aged about 84 years. He married 
Jane Batty, bywhom hehad five children. His son Robert came to Jefferson County in 1837, and located in North 
Watertown, finally removing to Cape Vincent in 1866, locating on a farm on the St. Lawrence River. He married Jane, 
daughter of John and Elizabeth Crawford, who were natives of Scotland, and his children are Robert, John, Samuel, 
and Mary E. (Mrs. Sigmund Block of this town). Samuel Lyle is still living at the age of 79 years. His wife died in 1876, 
aged 69 years.  

Samuel McWayne was born in Scotland in 1751, and in 1753 he came to this country with his parents and first located 
in New Hampshire. In 1805 he came to this county and located in Hounsfield, where he died in 1813, aged 62 yrs. He 
married Sally Farrell, of New Hampshire. who bore him three children viz.: Josiah, Justus and Samuel. The latter, born 
in New Hampshire married Chloe Tracy, of Otsego County, and died October 29, 1838 aged 55 years. His children 
were Sally, Andrew F., Betsey M., Esther, Gratia, and Phebe. Andrew F. was born in Hounsfield in 1820. He married 
Lovina C., daughter of Daniel T. and Catherine (Dingman) Patterson, and his children are Ella A., Fred E., Kittie C., 
and Carrie. His daughter Kittie C. married Clarence E., a son of James and Mary Wiggins, of Lyme.  

Joseph Majo, a native of France, emigrated to Canada before his marriage, and died there aged about 80 years. His 
wife bore him four children, of whom Joseph, b. in St. Jacobs, Canada, came in 1825 to Cape Vincent, where he died 
at the age of 57 years. He married Justine, daughter of Ferdinand Freezier, of Canada and their children were Justine, 
and Chloe, both accidentally drowned at Clayton in 1840, Joseph Freeman, Eldof, Francis, Gordiere, Gideon, Henry 
and William. William Majo was born in St. Jacobs, Canada, and in 1825 came to this town where he now resides. He 
married Mary Butler and their children are Bruce, Albert C., William M., Natilla L., and Mary F., and he is a farmer on 
Carlton Island where he has resided 30 years. Natilla Majo married Silas H. Ainsworth, son of Henry, of this town, and 
their children are Helen M., Harry A., Mary A., S. Kelsey, Bruce A., and Stanley A. Mrs. Ainsworth died October 3, 



1884, aged 35 years. Albert Majo married Mary E. Parsons, of Muskegon, Mich., where he now resides. He has three 
children, viz.: William P., Nina L., and Joseph H.  

Felix Mance, of Baden-Baden, Germany, came to this country locating in Rochester, N.Y., subsequently removing to 
this town, where he died at the age of 80 years. He was married 3 times and his children were Afan, Isaac, Lewis, 
Joseph, Katie, and Francis. The latter, born in Rochester, came to Cape Vincent in 1832. He married Theresa, 
daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Powers) Smithlin, and their children are Frank J., Louis C., Elizabeth M., Carrie E., 
Ella J., Albert J., Eva L., and Dennis E..  

Peter Manigold, son of John P., was born in France. He immigrated to this country and located at Evans Mills, in the 
town of LeRay, in 1829 and here resided until his death in 1869 aged 78 years. He married Margaret R. Rasayer, of 
France, and their children were 14 in number. His daughter Julia, born in Evans Mills in this county, married, first, 
Simeon Cocagne, of France by whom she had three children, Frederick, Rosella, and Jane, and second, Antoine 
Steblen, by whom she has had four children, viz.: Eugene, Simeon, Julia and Frank. They reside in this town. Antoine 
Steblen married, first, Theresa Shamberger by whom he had one daughter, Chlashque now a resident of Alsace, 
France.  

Frederick Margery, a native of France, immigrated to Oswego County, N.Y. in 1868. He married Marian Grooda, of 
France and their children are Louie, George, Julius, Susan, Melina, Kate, Charles, Eddie, and Peter. The latter was 
born in France and came to Cape Vincent in 1865 where he married Margaret, daughter of Francis and Frances 
(Jonnney) Aubertine, by whom he has four children, viz.: Eva, Ida, Edward, and Frances. He has occupied his present 
farm on road 26 for the last 12 years.  

Joseph Mason, a native of Saarburg, Germany, immigrated to the United States in 1832, and, after residing in New 
York City and in Lewis County, finally located in the town of Clayton, on a farm at Spicer's Bay, where he died in 1874, 
aged about 77 years. His wife, Barbara Baur, also of Saarburg, died in 1880 aged 87 years. They had three children, 
viz.: Dominick, Joseph, and Michael. The latter, who was born in Germany, married Mary A., dau of Felix and 
Felendena (Dale) Solar, of Cape Vincent. He died in Clayton in 1871 aged 41 years. His children are Mary E., Michael, 
Joseph, and John. His widow survives him at the age of 49 years, and resides on road 24 in this town.  

Thomas Masson, a native of Scotland, was a captain in the British army and navy. In 1827 he immigrated to Canada, 
but subsequently returned to Scotland, where he died. Of his eight children, Thomas W.S., who was born in St. 
Andrews, Scotland, located in Canada in 1827 where he now resides. He married Margaret Greig who bore him seven 
children, viz.: James, Sarah, Ellen, William, Norman, Stewart, and Thomas. The latter, who was born in Seymour, 
Northumberland County, Canada came to Cape Vincent in 1875, where he has since been located as a physician and 
surgeon. He graduated from Queens University, at Kingston, Can. in 1872. He married Mary, daughter of Jeremiah 
Selter, of Lyme, and they have one son, Jeremiah S.  

Francis Merchant, of France, came to Cape Vincent in 1832 and located n road 26, where he now resides. His son 
Henry was born in this town, where he married Christina, daughter of Philip and Margaret (Cook) Kirchner and their 
children are Francis P,. Anna M., (Mrs. Dwight Borland), George W., Mary E., and John H. George W. Merchant 
resided on Carlton Island 15 years, in Orleans several years, and now lives in this town on road 46.  

Hyland Millen, a native of Scotland, came to America when he was 18 years of age and located in this town and was 
one of the first settlers in Millen's Bay where he remained until his death in 1878 aged 88 years. He married, first, 
Caroline, daughter of Abner Hubbard, of Millen�s Bay, and their children were Abner, John, and Jane. He married 
Arice Hutchins of Herkimer County, and his children by her were Fred, Hyland, Henry, James, George, Arice, William, 
Decatur, Sylvester, and Julia. His first son, Abner was born at Millen's Bay. He married Ann Duig, of Oswego, and their 
children are Caroline, John, Abner, Hyland, Willam, Dora, and Lucy. They now reside at Cape Vincent, he at the age of 
66 years and his wife at the age of 59. He had been a captain on the lakes for 35 years. Abner Hubbard served in the 
Revolutionary War.  

Alfred Mulligan, son of Henry C., who d. in New York city, aged about 60 years, was born in New York in 1831. Mr. 
Mulligan was bookkeeper and cashier for the Wells-Fargo Express Co. He married Julia (Grant) Prince, who bore him 
five children, Mary P., Virginia, Frederick W., Eugene L., and Frank E. The latter came to Cape Vincent in 1885, where 
he is now engaged in the merchant marine service. He married Louisa, daughter of William and Harriet (Hadley) 
Wheelock of this town.  

Sands Niles, of Massachusetts, removed to Alburg, Vt. where he died about 1826 aged 45 years. Of his three sons, 
John was born in Alburg, and in 1837 came to Cape Vincent where he died in 1880 aged 76 years. He married Sarah 
Beedle, of Champlain, N.Y. and they had 10 children, viz.: Sherman, John, Stephen, Garret, Edgar, William, Catharine, 
Mary, Lucy, and George. George Niles, who was born in this county, married Nancy McKeever, of Canada, daughter 
of James and Esther (Hawley) McKeever and they have had three children, Sarah, William and Lucy, and reside on 
the homestead farm of his father. His mother, Sarah Niles, survives her husband at the advanced age of 84 years.  



Rufus Nims, from Massachusetts, died at Fort Ann, NY aged about 70 yrs. Of his eight children, Samuel born 
Washington County, died in Queensbury, Warren County, in 1841 aged 53 years. He married Sophia, daughter of 
Samuel and Mary (Barret) Hubbard, who was born in 1790 and died in 1821. Their children were Charles, George, and 
John H. He married, second, Hannah Conklin and they had two children, Albert and Sophia. His son, John H., was 
born at Fort Ann and in 1823 came to Cape Vincent. He married Abigail, daughter of William and Sally (Boutwell) 
Brown, of Orleans and his children are Frances E., Annette L., Sarah S., William A., and Charles W. He has resided at 
his present location on Road 54 for 27 years.  

Joseph Peo, a native of Paris, France came to Cape Vincent in 1823 and here remained until his death in 1863 at 63 
years. He married Mary Ann Jaco, also a native of France, and their children were Francis, Ramy, Julien, Peter, 
Adeline, Joseph, and Henry. The latter was born in Cape Vincent as were all his brothers and sisters. He married 
Matilda J., daughter of John and Mary J. (Sutton) Reed and they have two children, Nettie M., and Fanny. He is a 
wholesale dealer in fish, in which business he has been engaged for 18 years, shipping to nearly every town in the 
state, and Boston and New York. Julien son of Joseph, was born in the village of Rosiere, in this town. He married 
Sarah M., daughter of Samuel H. and Ann (Ford) Bridgen, of Canada, and died May 3, 1888 aged 51 years. His widow 
survives him at the age of 50 years. Their children are Alonzo F., Joseph, James A., Julien F., Matilda A., Clara E., 
Mary A., and Sarah H..  

Zephron Powell, of English descent, was born in Ulster Co, NY, where he died. He had three children, William, 
Jonathan, and Benjamin G., William removed to Montgomery County where he died at the age of 85 years. He married 
Mary Bettis, and their children were; James, Nathaniel, Charles, Ephraim, Annis, Sally, Catherine, Eunice, Lucy, and 
Elias F. The latter, born in Montgomery County, came, in 1835, to this town where he now resides at the advanced age 
of 81 years. He married Mary A., daughter of Josiah and Mary (Lake) Potter, of Mayfield, Montgomery County who is 
also living, aged 78 years. Their children are Jason O., William H., Sophronia A., Mary C., Jane A., Frances M., Morris 
A., George N., Gertrude M., Alice E., Milton C., James D., and Florence E. They occupy a farm on road 14 where they 
have resided 33 years.  

Andrew Radley, of Baden-Baden, Germany came to Cape Vincent in 1843 and here resided until his death aged 88 
years. His son John came with him and settled on a farm in this town, and still resides here. John married Magdalena 
Strudle, of Germany, and their children are George, Martha, Lucas, Ferdinand, Bernard, Magdalena, and John, Jr. 
Lucas Radley married Mary Chauschia, of Rosiere, and his children are Oscar, Louis, Nellie, Jennie, Hattie and 
James. The latter was born in Cape Vincent , where he married Christina, daughter of Jacob and Christina (Chilinger) 
Blum and they have three children, viz.: Charles, Leo and Edith. Louis Radley married Estelle, daughter of Ramy and 
Louisa (Rouso) Peo of Cape Vincent, and is now a farmer on road 31.  

Peter Reasner, of German descent, was born in Montgomery County, where he died at the age of 45 years. He 
married Sarah Houck, of Montgomery County, and their children were James, John, Rachel, Peter, George, 
Christopher, David (who went to California and has never been heard from since), Mary, Betsey, Katie, Sarah, and 
Jacob. The latter was born in Montgomery County and came to Cape Vincent in 1850, where he now resides. He 
married Lucy A., daughter of George and Raybena (Sprecker) Countryman, and their children are Mary, Peter, Sarah, 
George, David, Norman, Herman, Martha, Catharine, and Jacob. Norman Reasmer married Della Wright and their 
children are Jane and Waller. Herman Reasner married Phebe Ross, has one son, and resides on road 25. David 
Reasner married Jennie M., daughter of Jacob and Maria (Moshier) Haff and his children are Belle A., Earl P., and Jay 
C. He resides on road 1.  

Loved Reed, a native of Dighton Mass., came to Rutland in this county at an early date, and served in the War of 
1812. He married, first, Sally Angel, and second, Puah Ball. By his first wife he had four children, and by his second 
wife, six, of whom John, born in town of Rutland, in 1855 came to Cape Vincent, where he now resides at the age of 
78 years. He married Mary J., daughter of William and Esther (Rudd) Sutton, of Rodman, who is also living, at the age 
of 69 years. Their children are Celia S., Matilda J., Samantha A., Loved W., and Nettie L. The latter married Joseph 
Peo, of Cape Vincent, and their children are Grace M., Leon L. and Lena M.  

Peter Reff, was a native of France and served under Napoleon. He came to America at the age of 40 years and died 
in Cape Vincent aged 86 years. His wife, Mary, a native of Germany, bore him four children, viz.: Peter, John, Michael, 
and Barbara. Peter, who was born in France, came to America with his father and located in this town, where he died 
in 1852 aged 35 yrs. He married Delia, daughter of Joseph Wiley, of Cape Vincent who was a native of Germany, and 
their children were Peter, John, Michael, Mary, Delia, Mary A., Eugens, Christopher, Julia, and Margaret. John Reff 
married Kate, daughter of Peter and Mary (Turney) Delmarsh, of Clayton, and their children are May L., Frances H., 
Carrie E., Lettie L, and Winfred E. He served in Co. B, 20th N.Y. Cav. three years and was honorably discharged at 
the close of the war. He is now a resident of St. Lawrence village.  

Daniel Rice, a Vermonter, removed to Lyme N.Y. where he died at the great age of 90 years. He married Phebe 
Barrett who bore him 10 children. His son Leander, who was born in Vermont, came to Cape Vincent in 1837 and here 
remained until his death in 1852, aged 47 years. He married Philura, daughter of Jonas and Betsey (Scoville) Everett, 



of Orleans and they had five children, viz.: Albert E., Charlotte S., Orrin, Betsey C., and Brainard. His widow survives 
him, aged 83 years. Their son Brainard married Electa A, daughter of Philetus and Eliza (Holcomb) Judd and their 
children are Albert E., Charles O., and Jessie A. They reside on the homestead farm.  

Thomas Riley, a native of Ireland came to Watertown in 1836 and in 1872 removed to Cape Vincent, where he died in 
1882 aged 76 years. He married Mary Gerard, of Ireland and their children are Philip, James, and Thomas E. The 
latter was born in Watertown in 1846, and in 1871 came to this town. He married first, Harriet, daughter of George and 
Jane (Esselstyn) McCombs, of Lyme by whom he had three children, Grace, Bertha, and Roy. He married, second, 
Mary A., daughter of Moses and Mary (Case) Lefevier, of this town, and their children are Mary L., Edmund J., Paul 
W., Jesse P., and Lawrence S. Mr. Riley served in the late war in Co. E, 186th N.Y. Vols., and was honorably 
discharged at the close of the war. He participated in the battle of Petersburg, and was in Berksville at the time of Lee's 
surrender.  

James Robbins, a native of Kingston, Canada came to Cape Vincent among the early settlers, and here resided until 
his death about 1861. His son, Charles R. Robbins, married Marian, daughter of George and Mary A. (Tarrant) 
Saunders, of this town, and their children are Maggie R., Irene S., Build K. He now resides in this town, on road 61, 
where he has been located 10 years.  

James Robbins was a native of England, whence he emigrated to Kingston, Canada, where he died aged 90 years. 
He married Jane O'Neil and their children were Henry, Jane and Redford. Henry Robbins, born in Kingston, Ont. was 
one of the early settler of Cape Vincent, and here died in 1867 aged 76 years. He married Abigail, daughter of Abel 
and Dencey (Hagerman) Gilbert, of Belleville, Canada, and their children were Gilbert, Sarah, Margaret, Dencey and 
John. The latter was born in Cape Vincent, where he married Sarahette, daughter of James and Elizabeth (Mattis) 
Shepard, by whom he has three children, viz.: Jennie, Harry J., and Frederick. He now occupies a farm on road 70, 
where he has resided for 12 years. Gilbert, son of Henry, was born in this town and died here in 1880 aged 56 years. 
He married Catherine E., daughter of James and Margaret (Argersinger) Shepard, of Cape Vincent, and they had five 
children, viz.: Charles R., Caleb G., Maggie A., Addie A., and Nellie E. John Robbins married Sarah E. Shepard, and 
their children are Harry, Jennie, and Fred, and he now resides on the homestead farm.  

Henry Rogers was born in 1733 and died at Springfield, Mass., in 1795. He married Abigail Leonard. Of their four 
children, Abner, a famous drummer and village blacksmith, located where is now Black River village, in this town, 
where he was the first permanent settler on the Rogers farm, and there he died in 1824 aged 54 years. He married 
Cynthia Flower, of Massachusetts, who died in Illinois at the age of 80 years. Their children were; Abner, John W., 
Austin, Sarah, Frederick Fordyce, Mary, and Betsey. Austin Rogers, born in W. Springfield, came to Cape Vincent in 
April 1815. He married, first, Jane Wilson of Cape Vincent, by whom he had four children, viz.: Emily, Charles, 
Augustus and Elizabeth (twins). He married, second, Catharine, daughter of George and Esther (Elton) Baird and they 
reside in Cape Vincent village, he at the age of 88 years and she at the age of 89. He came from Massachusetts to 
this town on foot. His son Augustus married Catherine, daughter of Peter and Catherine (Chatterson) Hillier, of 
Ontario, and resides in this town.  

John H. Roseboom, of Amsterdam, N.Y., came to Cape Vincent in 1849, and died here in 1877, aged 68 years. He 
was a hardware merchant. He married Isabelle Gray, of Albany, who bore him five children, viz.: James, Garret, 
Howard, Louisa, and John G. The latter was born in Albany, and in 1851 came to Cape Vincent. He married Harriet 
Harris, of Binghamton, N.Y., and their children are George, Howard, Charles, and Emily. He is now a hardware 
merchant in Cape Vincent. He served in Co. D, 122d N.Y. Vols., three years, participated in the bateele of the 
Wilderness, and was honorably discharged. He was taken prisoner and confined in Libby prison six months, and was 
at City Point, Va., at the time of Lee's surrender.  

Joseph Rousseau was born near Quebec, Canada, whence he removed to Ste. Justine, near Montreal, where he 
died aged 52 years. He married Catharine Pallagree by whom he had children as follows: Louisa, Cyrille, Marguerite, 
Mary, Joseph, and John B. The latter was born in St. Augustine, Canada and in 1836 came to Cape Vincent, where he 
now resides. He married, first, Frances Kavanaugh, daughter of Tousen by whom he had 11 children, viz.: Louis, 
Joseph, George, John, Chloe, Delia, Mary, Louisa, Frances, Harriet, and Jennie. He married, second, Mary, daughter 
of Louis and Kate Chavoustie, of Rosiere. He has been a resident of Cape Vincent village for 52 years. Cyrille 
Rousseau was born in Canada and came to Cape Vincent in 1852 where he now resides. He married Selina, dau of 
Tousen Field, of Canada and their children are Vittene, Mary, Charles, Jane, Eli, Bessie, William, and Emily.  

Joseph Saunders was born and died in England. His son George came to this country, with his wife and three 
children, about 1841, and first located in the Town of Lyme. He subsequently located on a farm in Cape Vincent where 
he died, aged about 67 years. His wife was Cordelia Thomas, a native of Rye, England, who bore him children as 
follows: Joseph, Richard, Charles, William, Nancy, Sarah M., Philadelphia, and George. George Saunders came from 
England to Cape Vincent with his parents. He married, first, Mary A. Tarrant, of Wolfe Island, Canada, daughter of 
John Tarrant and they had three children, William H., Marian E., and Oscar. He married second, Georgie, daughter of 
James and Adelia (Fuller) Folger, of Cape Vincent, by whom he has four children, viz.: Minnie G., Hiram B., Clara C., 



and G. Blake. He is now a farmer in this town where he has resided 21 years. Joseph Saunders was born in England 
and came to Cape Vincent with his father. He married Harriet A., daughter of John and Clarissa (Hollenbeck) Vincent 
of this town, by whom he had three children, viz.: William, and Cora, deceased, and Josephine.  

Hermon Shafer was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany where he resided until his death. His son Conrad immigrated 
to Cape Vincent in 1840 and died here at the age of 84 years. He married Mary E. Walter who attained the remarkable 
age of 90 years. Their children were John, Henry, Emeline, George, and William. The latter was born in the city of 
Nida, Germany, whence he immigrated to this country in 1831, and located on a farm in this town where he now 
resides. He married Margaret, daughter of Michael and Mary Agnes (Martz) Hailfinger, of Wurtenberg, Germany in 
1833, and his children are John C., William E., Mary E., Hannah A., Frederick G., Maria R., Rosella W., and Reuben 
A., five of whom are living. His daughter, Rosella W. married Edgar J., son of John and Clara (Hollenbeck) Vincent of 
this town, in 1868 and their children are George R., and William S. William E. Shafer married Christina Vogt, of 
Niagara County, N.Y., where they now reside, and they have five children.  

Henry Shaw, son of Thomas was born in Saratoga, N.Y., whence he removed to Cape Vincent and later to Chaumont, 
where he died in 1874 aged 61 years. His father died at the French settlement in this town. Henry married Sally A., 
daughter of Daniel Gardner, by whom he had two children, Albert D. and David F. The latter was born in this town, 
where he married Marion, daughter of Janes and Nancy (Putnam) Herrick, and died in 1880 aged 36 years. Their 
chldren are George E., Charles A., and Frankie H. Mrs. Shaw survives at the age of 39 years. Mr. Shaw was inspector 
for the Isolated Risk and Farmers' Fire Insurance Company, of Toronto. His brother, Col. Albert D. Shaw, now of 
Watertown, was United States Consul to Manchester, England, from the last term of General Grant's administration 
until President Cleveland's election.  

Martin Sheley, a native of Holland, emigrated and came to the town of Orleans in this county, and settled on a farm, 
where he died at the age of 84 years. His wife, Caroline, bore him seven children. His son Martin was born in Herkimer 
County, whence he removed to the town of Orleans in 1820, where he died in 1866 aged 76 years. He married Betsey, 
daughter of Ira Weeks, of Herkimer Co. and their children were Julia A., Angeline, Selinda, Almira, and William W. The 
latter, who was born in the town of Orleans June 15, 1827, removed to this town in 1860 and settled on a farm. In 1880 
he removed to the village. He married Mary E., daughter of William and Mary (Adams) King of Orleans and has had 
children born as follows: Winfield A., in 1858 (deceased), William R. in 1862, Jesse L. in 1866, Caroline J. in 1868, 
died in 1870; Reuben D. in 1871, died in 1888. Mr. Sheley has been a lake captain since 1855. Martin Sheley married 
second, Cathrine Hayes who bore him three children, viz.: George B., Harriet, and Albert.  

John Shuler, son of Lawrence, of German descent, was born in Montgomery County, and died in Gasport, Niagara 
County, aged about 90 years. He married Hannah Buck of Massachusetts and of their 10 children, David C., born in 
Montgomery County, came to Cape Vincent in 1836 where he was the first permanent settler on the farm where he still 
resides. He married, first, Pewilla, daughter of John Butler, of Charleston, Montgomery County, who bore him nine 
children, viz.: Ann, Caroline, Jeremiah P., Daniel, Nelson, Hannah, Sarah, Lydia, and John. He married second, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Loadwick, daughter of John Bellenger. His first wife died in 1840 aged 38 years and his second in 1888 aged 
95 years. His son, Jeremiah P. married, first, Helen, daughter of Stephen and Ann Klock who bore him three children 
viz.: Stephen C., Milford W., and Annie K. By his second wife, Maria, daughter of Thomas and Sally (Houghtaling) 
Relyea he has one daughter, Carrie M., and resides on the homestead farm on road 65.  

Jacob Soule, a native of Rhode Island, died July 18, 1816. His son Job died December 29, 1849. Job's wife Lillie bore 
him 10 children, of whom Thomas A. Soule, born in Rhode Island, in 1806 came to Watertown among the early 
settlers, where he died May 5, 1884. He was a farmer and insurance agent. He mar Harriet, daughter of Seth and 
Mary Cole, of Pamelia by whom he had six children, viz.: Mary L., Louisa M., Frances A., Alphonzo A., Robert A., and 
Lawton W. The latter, who was born in Clayton, came to Cape Vincent in 1873. He married Caroline J., daughter of H. 
Joseph and Cornelia (Calvin) Crevolin, of Cape Vincent January 21, 1880 and their children are Caroline J., Cornelia 
H., and Leila G. He has been a druggist in Cape Vincent for 15 years.  

Luther Stedman, son of Timothy and Hannah (Gillman) Stedman, was born in Hartford, Conn. in 1789 and in 1839 
came to Cape Vincent, where he died in 1875 aged 85 years. He married Susan, daughter of Abner and Lois Baker, of 
Lorraine, and their children were Asenath Eunice, Abner B., Theodore, Benjamin H., and Timothy B. Mr. Stedman 
served at the Battle of Sackets Harbor in 1812. Timothy B. Stedman who was born in Lorraine, came to Cape Vincent 
in 1839. He married Harriet M., daughter of Ralph and Jennie (Johnson) Haff of this town, and they have two children, 
Jay T. and Maryette and have resided in this town 20 years. His daughter Maryette married Morris A., son of Elias F. 
and Mary A. Potter Powell and they have one daughter, Bertha.  

John Stewart, who served in the War of 1812, was born in Whitehall, NY and in 1821 removed to Watertown and 
finally to Cape Vincent. He died in Ohio while on a visit. He married Lydia Murrey, of Washington County, and their 
children were 10, of whom Ira was born in Adams and in 1834 came to Cape Vincent, where he was the first settler on 
the farm he now occupies. He married Eliza, daughter of Ralph and Jane Half, of this town and their children are 



Willard F., Sarah, George M., and Tim I. George M. married Minnie A., daughter of Oresmus and Mary C. (Powell) 
Cornwell and they have one daughter, Myrtle E., and reside on the home farm with his father.  

Benjamin Stroupe, who was born in this state, died in Watertown where he had resided a number of years. He was a 
bugler in the War of 1812. His wife, Margaret, bore him three children, viz.: William, Joel, and Henry. The latter married 
first, Mary, daughter of Elisha P. Dodge of Cape Vincent who bore him three children, namely: Benjamin E., Edwin E., 
and Alice. He married, second, Caroline, daughter of Terry and Sally (Laselle) Connell by whom he has one daughter, 
Carrie E., and resides in Cape Vincent. His two brothers, William, and Joel and three half brothers, Christopher, John 
D., and Charles served in the late war in the 10th N.Y.Cav.  

John Stumpf, a German, immigrated to America in 1830 and located in Albany, but after five years he removed to 
Cape Vincent, dying here in 1880 aged 72 years. He married Mary A., daughter of Joseph and Rosella Tecker who 
bore him seven children, namely: John, George, Mary, Barbara, Gustavus, Michael, and Joseph. The latter, who was 
born in this town, married Frances, daughter of Eli and Mary A. (Absalent) Bourcy, and their children are John C., 
Gevevieve, Peter E., Joseph F., Frances A., and Lewis H. John Stumpf, son of John, came to Cape Vincent from 
Albany, and located in the village of Rosiere where he worked at the carpenter's trade, dying here September 6, 1880 
aged 45 years. He married Mary, daughter of Michael and Catherine (Bordel) Renogle, of Rochester, NY who bore him 
children as follows: Francis M., Mary M., Catharine G. (who died in 1879 aged 16 years), Margaret A. (Mrs. Archille 
Branch), Rosa B., Helen E., John V., and George W. His widow survives himat the age of 50 years.  

Peter Swallia was born in Canada, where he died at the age of 40 years. He married Catharine Marcott of Lower 
Canada, who bore him children as follows: Peter, Mary, Frances, Josephine, Eliza, Zoe, and Xavier. The latter was 
born in Lower Canada and in 1854 removed to Clayton where he resided 10 years and then located in Cape Vincent 
where he now resides on a farm on road 18. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Nicholas and Elizabeth Cornaire and 
their children are Harriet, Isaac, Louis, Joseph, John, Julia, Carrie A., Mary and Eliza.  

Francis Tuft, a native of Ireland, immigrated to Canada soon after his marriage, and there resided until his death, 
aged 73 yrs. He married Ellizabeth Locke, of Ireland, and they had children as follows: William, John, Thomas, 
Francis, Margaret, Jane, George, Elizabeth, and James H. The latter, who was born in Canada, came to Cape Vincent 
in 1871. He married Maria T., daughter of Nicholas and Jane (Servet) Lailet, of this town, and their children are Annie 
L., Jennie E., La Fayette E., and James T. James H. Tuft enlisted in Co. A, 8th Ohio Inf., for three years or during the 
war, was honorably discharged, and is now a farmer in this town.  

Alfred Vautrin, son of Sebastian, a native of France, removed to Cape Vincent before his marriage and here resided 
until his death, in 1883 aged 59 yrs. He was one of the early settlers of the town. He married Ann, daughter of John B. 
and Frances (Tettvide) Perney also of France, and they had one son, Claude A. who married Annette, daughter of 
Francis and Frances (Johnly) Aubertine by whom he has three children, viz.: Edward J., Louis F., and Alfred W. Ann 
Vautrin survives her husband at the age of 63 years. Claude A. is a farmer and proprietor of the hotel at Rosiere, in 
this town.  

Elisha Warren, from Massachusetts, came to Hounsfield, where he located on a farm among the early settlers of this 
town, and there remained until his death. He married Lydia Potter, of Hounsfield, and of his eight children, his son 
Rensselaer removed to Henderson where he died at the age of 39 years. He married Charlotte, daughter of Dr. David 
and Hannah (Sherwood) Dickerson, of Oswego N.Y., and and their children were Glorian C., Marian A., LaFayette M., 
Oscar M., Antonette A., and George W. The latter, who was born in Hounsfield, came to Cape Vincent in 1852. He 
was engaged in the lumber business for four years, and for 20 years has been a general merchant in this town. He 
married Mary A. Forsyth, daughter of John W. and Sarah (Rogers) Forsyth, and their children are Charlotte M., Sarah 
C., George R., and Jennie A. He has served as town clerk three years, inspector of customs two years, collector of 
customs eight years, inspector of the binding department two years, and now has an extensive five and ten-cent store 
in Cape Vincent village.  

Edward Weaver, son of Francis, of Scotch descent, was born in Brockville, Canada, whence he removed to 
Watertown in 1811 and subsequently located in Cape Vincent, where he died in 1887, aged 86 years. He was a soldier 
in the War of 1812. He married Polly, daughter of Roderick Fraser, by whom he had eight children, viz.: Danford, 
Barzilla M., Edward, Jr., Irena, Elizabeth, Ardilla, Harriet and John C. The latter was born in the town of Orleans and in 
1856 came to Cape Vincent. He married Catharine, daughter of Benjamin and Polly (Dillenbeck) Phillips of Clayton, 
and his children are Charles W., Lewella M., Hattie E., Jay C. and Helen L. He has resided on Road 10, in this town, 
for the past 29 years.  

Jacob Weaver was born in Hess-Darmstadt, Germany, where he died. His wife was Appolen Lentz. Their children 
were William, Jacob, John, Margaret, Elizabeth, Charlotte, Catharine, and Anthony. The latter, born in Germany, came 
to Cape Vincent in 1855 and was the first settler on a farm at Rosiere, which he still owns. He is now a retired farmer 
at Cape Vincent village. He married Catharine, daughter of John and Catharine (Liver) Knapp, of Germany and their 
children are John, Anthony, William, Joseph, Mary, Magdalena, Martha, Barbary, and Elizabeth. Mr. and Mrs. Weaver 
are now living, each aged 68 years.  



James Whebby was a native of Somerset, England, where he died at the age of 62 years. His wife, Rebecca bore him 
seven children. His son James mar Elizabeth Sandford and died in England in 1842 aged 52 years. His children were 
Thomas, Joseph, John, Betsey, Sarah, Mary, and James W. The latter was born in Somerset, England, and in 1871 
immigrated to Cape Vincent, where he married Maria, daughter of Revelo and Sarah (Smith) Eley. He is now a 
wagonmaker in Cape Vincent village. Revelo Eley was a gunsmith and blacksmith.  

Zachariah Wheeler was a native of Herkimer County, before coming to Lyme where he died at the age of 80 years. 
His wife, Phebe bore him seven children, of whom Erastus, born in Oppenheim, N.Y., came to this county with his 
father and finally went west where he died at the age of 50 years. He married Sarah, daughter of David and Lucretia 
Keniston, of Lyme by whom he had four children, viz.: Miles, Emery F., Gariefelia, and Lucretia. The latter married 
Albert Kelser (now deceased) of Lyme, and their children are Leila, Wilburn, Frank, Edgar and Fred. Mrs. Kesler 
survives at the age of 57 years, and resides in Cape Vincent. Their son Wilburn married Alice Walker of Wisconsin, in 
1875 and removed to Minnesota, where he now resides. The other children reside in this town. George Kesler served 
in the late war, and was confined in Libby prison. David Keniston, before mentioned, lived to the great age of 115 
years.  

Floyd E. Whitney, son of James who was a Revolutionary soldier, was born in Clayton where he now resides. He 
married Cynthia, daughter of Oliver Barrows, of Clayton, who bore him children as follows: Luther F., Lucien L., Burton 
G., William O., Charles E., and Martin G. The latter was born in Clayton and came to Cape Vincent in 1885. He 
married Maryette J., daughter of Richard T., Sr., and Adaline (Coleman) Connall, of this town, and is now a general 
merchant.  

Joseph Wiley, of Germany, came to America in 1832 and located in Cape Vincent where he remained until his death, 
aged 72 years. His wife died in Germany after bearing him four children, vizx.: Ignatious, John, Catharine, and Delia. 
Ignatious came to this town with his father, and here remained until his death in 1886 aged 77 yrs. He married Mary 
Fry, of Germany who bore him ten children, viz.: John, Joseph, George, Peter, Ignatious, Mary, Catherine, Elizabeth, 
Delia, and Frank. The latter, born in Cape Vincent, married, first Mary, daughter of Edward Ellems, who bore him four 
children, viz.: Josie, May, Gertie, and Ernest. By his second wife, Martha, daughter of Joseph and Hannah (Lawyer) 
Shell, he has one daughter, Flora. Peter Wiley, a farmer, married Mary, dau of Peter and Mary (Aran) Zimmerman of 
this town and their children are Frances, Eddie, Fred, Ella, and Albert.  

John G. Wilson, born in New York City, came to LeRay when 78 years of age, and died here in 1855 aged 88 years. 
He served in the Revolutionary war as a drummer boy, and afterwards drew a pension. He married Sarah Newkirk, 
who died in 1848, aged 83 years. Of their six children, Jacob was born in Fulton County, N.Y., whence he removed to 
LeRay where he died in 1864 aged 75 years. He married first, Vasta Rose, who bore him three children, Willard, 
Charles, and Rhoda. He married, second, Mary, daughter of Henry Becker of Pamelia Four Corners by whom he had 
children as follows: Sarah, Henry, Emily, Electa, Nelson, John, Mary, Homer, and Allen. The latter, who was born in Le 
Ray, came to Cape Vincent in 1856, and still resides there. He married Emily L., daughter of Othneild and Louie 
(Hubbard) Spinning of this town, and is now a retired farmer.  

James Wingfield, a tanner by trade, was a native of Glasgow, Scotland, where he died. He mar. Mary Cowperthwait, 
by whom he had two children, Mary and James. The latter immigrated to Quebec, and thence to Montreal, finally 
locating in Kingston, Canada, where he died in 1883, aged 62 years. He married Caroline, daughter of David and 
Margaret Colbert, of Montreal, who bore him children as follows: Margaret, Agnes, Carry, Kittie, Minnie, John, James, 
Robert, Harry and David J. The latter was born in Toronto, Canada, and in 1886 came to Cape Vincent, where he is 
now a photographer. He married Lillian C., daughter of Jacob and Sarah (Hopper) Banta, and they have three children, 
Harold, David C. and Sally.  

Jacob Woolaver, a native of Holland, immigrated to this country and located in Montgomery County, where he died in 
1850 aged 90 years. Of his four children, Jacob, born in Montgomery County, married Nancy Snook by whom he had 
children as follows: Susan, Jacob, Nicholas, Alrena, Samuel, Rachel, John, Anna, and William H. The latter, born in 
this town, married Sarah, dau of Robert and Hannah (Hopkins) Williamson and they have one daughter, Maggie V.  

 


